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But It Won't Milk the Cows:
Farmers in Colfax County Debate
the Merits of the Telephone
MICHAEL L. OLSEN

Rural Americans once viewed modernization on the farm as a way to
increase profits and better their lives. Advances such as the automobile,
telephone, and radio would end the isolation of the countryside and
forge new ties between the farmer and the marketplace. There was even
hope that these inventions would so improve farm life that young people
would not leave the farm for the city. As one New Mexico farmer wrote,
referring to the telephone:
With a telephone in the house comes a new companionship, new
life, new possibilities, new relationship, [sic] and attachments for
the old farm by both old and young. 1
In the early decades of this century, the telephone was perhaps the
most wondrous of these modern marvels for farmers and their families.
Rural electrification was still decades away and country roads often
seemed more navigable by boat than horseless carriage, but the telephone was widely available, relatively easy to install by the purchaser
and, most importantly, inexpensive. It offered advantages which the
isolated farm family came to accept as indispensable. In some cases,
Michael L. Olsen is professor of history in New Mexico Highlands University
1. Raton Range, March 10, 1904.
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as with a call to the doctor, the telephone could even lift the shadow of
death,
One rural community which awoke to thE? possibilities and pleasures
of the telephone was on Johnson Mesa in northeastern New Mexico, on
the Colorado border. In 1900 just under five hundred people farmed and
grazed land extending across some two townships there, on the western
edge of an eight-thousand-foot high tableland, The earliest residents
were Hispanic sheepherders and their families, who took up homestead
claims in the 1880s, Joining them in the next decade were miners who
had lost their jobs at nearby coal mines during the depression of 1893
and a colony of nineteen farmers from Missouri
Raton, New Mexico, some fifteen miles to the west, was the primary
trade center for these mesa settlers, though a round trip there meant a
grueling two-thou sand-foot descent and ascent with their teams, No
local village as such ever emerged as the hub of the community, Instead
a few scattered public buildings served as focal points for community
affairs and activities, The Methodists managed to finance a solid stone
church, built at one of the more busy intersections on the main road
from Raton to Folsom, a town about fifteen miles east of Johnson Mesa,
Mesa residents also secured their own post office, No one ever erected
a general store, though some postmasters, on the side, did stock "notions" such as thread and buttons, along with a few grocery items, Most
public meetings convened at one of the three schoolhouses in use by
the early 1900s, when more people lived on the mesa than at any other
time,
The population of the mesa was never large enough to support the
growth of a central community, The high altitude with its cool climate,
plus undependable rains and snows coming mostly from mountain
showers, defeated most farmers, But for nearly three decades some
determined individuals clung to the mesa and publicized what theysaw
as its virtues, They appropriated whatever recent developments they
could, such as new planting techniques or agricultural machinery, to
advance the mesa and hold its people, Inevitably they enlisted the
telephone in their cause, resulting in the construction of lines and connections with nearby communities, Their promotions aside, for a time
the telephone did unify them, as it did thousands of other rural communities in the United States,2
Edmund Burch was foremost among 'those who believed in the
future of Johnson Mesa, Having come to northeastern New Mexico in
the early 1880s, he worked at first for the Santa Fe Railroad, then as a
clerk in a grocery, and later as operator of a dairy, He homesteaded on
2, Michael L, Olsen, "The Failure of an Agricultural Community: Johnson Mesa, New
Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review, 58 (April 1983), 113-32,
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Johnson Mesa in 1896. For over a decade, beginning in 1897, he wrote
a weekly column for the Raton Range, the region's major newspaper.
He was one of those individuals, found in nearly every agricultural community, who was the first to try some new crop or to buy the latest harrow.
Burch even became politically involved, serving a term in the state
legislature. He had one of the first three telephones on the mesa, and
was instrumental in getting a telephone company started there by promoting it in his newspaper column. 3
The telephone became available only in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The first private line was installed by Alexander Graham
Bell from a home in a Boston suburb to a business in the city in 1877.
A few weeks later Bell connected his Boston office with those of some
of his associates. The rapid public acceptance of this new technology
surprised even those interested in its development. One observer noted,
and subscribers on Johnson Mesa soon discovered, that "Once a community, like a family, has acquired the telephone habit, its members are
never satisfied to revert to primitive conditions. "4
Privacy in conversation quickly became a problem with Bell's initial
system. A single line linked the telephone of one party with that of
another. As long as these two instruments remained the only ones on
the line, obviously, the connection was private. A third party, or more,
could be added, but anyone subscriber on the line could then listen in
to the conversations of other subscribers. This was the "party line" ultimately so well known to rural telephone patrons. This complication had
also afflicted the use and development of the telegraph, introduced in
the 1830s. Normally, a customer sent a telegram by going to a central
office from which the message was wired to another central office at
whatever its destination might be. There the message would be transcribed and delivered by hand. As early as 1851 a "telegraphic switchboard" had been devised to make the telegraph more accessible, but
it had inherent difficulties. Private parties sUbscribing to this central
switchboard installed telegraph keys on their premises. When they wanted
to send a telegram, or be connected with the key of another subscriber,
they signalled the central office switchboard. If they had an incoming
message, the central office alerted them. Use of the system was limited
almost exclusively to business houses, which had to employ people
trained in the use of Morse Code. 5
3. For a brief biography of Edmund Burch, see George Anderson, History of New
Mexico: Its Resources and People (2 vots., Los Angeles: Pacific States Publishing Company, 1907), 2:675.
4. J. E. Kingsbury, The Telephone and Telephone Exchanges: Their Invention and
Development (New York: Arno Press, 1972), 68. Also, Frederick W Coburn, "Telephone
Development in the United States," Atlantic Monthly, 96 (November 1905),645.
5. Kingsbury, Telephone, 77, 82, 92.
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The idea and technology of the central telegraph switchboard was
soon applied to the telephone, with more efficient and gratifying results.
In April 1878, just two years after Bell's first patent, Thomas B. Doolittle
filed for a patent on a telephone switChboard. In fact, the first telephone
exchange had already been opened the previous January in New Haven,
Connecticut. By the end of that decade many major eastern cities, including Bridgeport, New York, and Philadelphia, also had such exchanges. Customers connected to one of them could speak with any
other subscriber privately, unless of course the switchboard operator
chose to eavesdrop. Initially these companies were privately incorporated. Bell and his business partners eventually consolidated control of
the manufacture of telephone equipment, and leased it to the private
corporations. 6
Long distance transmission also now began to evolve. The first long
distance line had been strung between Boston and Providence, Rhode
Island, as early as 1881, Lines connected New York and Boston in 1884,
and New York with Philadelphia by 1885. In the West, Denver was added
to the national network in 1911 and a transcontinental link, to San Francisco, was completed in 1915. With these advances, the number of
telephones in use increased dramatically. Within four years of Bell's 1876
patent there were over 30,000 telephones in operation in the United
States. Even in remote New Mexico, both Las Vegas and Albuquerque
acquired exchanges by 1882, with 173 subscribers signing up in Las
Vegas. In Raton a privately financed line from a ranch outside town to
a store in town was installed as early as 1881 .When residents of Johnson
Mesa began to debate the telephone's merits around 1900, there were
1,356,000 sets nationally. By the time the transcontinental connection
was completed in 1915, the number topped ten million. 7
Edmund Burch opened his campaign to bring the telephone to
Johnson Mesa in his newspaper column of March 9, 1899. Over the
years he used a variety of arguments to support his cause, but in this
first instance he called on that most formidable ally, death, warning:
If we of the Mesa only had a telephone line to Raton, we would be
fixed. If anyone gets sick up here it is quite a ride to a doctor, where
if we had a line to Raton, a doctor, could be up here by the time a
man could ride down there. So it would make a difference of three
or four hours.
6. Ibid, 92--,93, 179-82
7. The Statistical History of the United States from Colonial Times to the Present
(Stamford, Connecticut: n.p" n,d,), 480; Frank Reeve, History of New Mexico (3 vols" New
York: Historical Publishing Company, 1961), 2:261, For Raton see Jay 1. Conway, A Brief
Community History of Raton, New Mexico, 1880-1930, Commemorating Her Fiftieth Birthday ([Raton:] np" 1930), Also, Kingsbury, Telephone, 425, 268, 530,
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The inference was that long delays of this sort could be fatal. A month
later he turned again to the telephone question, ass~r,ting that with just
four improvements on the mesa folks there could "begin to think about
living," These improvements included a mill for grinding oats, passable
roads, a couple of new schoolhouses so that children would not have
to walk so far on winter mornings, and a telephone exchange,S
During the next five years, until telephone service became generally
available on the mesa, Burch continued to list the advantages of the
telephone for his readers and neighbors, He pursued two basic themes:
first, that the acquisition of a telephone made economic sense and,
second, that it was convenient and would enhance the quality of life.
One of the major cash crops for mesa farmers was potatoes, which they
sold to grocers in Raton and Folsom. Burch asserted that telephone
connection with these towns would open new marketing possibilities,
reflecting that:
Since I have lived on the mesa I have known it to happen several
times that Raton and Folsom have been out of potatoes and that
the mesa could have supplied them if it would have known there
was a demand, but not knowing it there were no potatoes taken
down and perhaps when we did take them down, we found no
market, but were consoled with the information that if we had brought
them a day or two before the merchants would have been glad to
have taken them, Now a telephone would do away with all such,s
Conversely, Burch added that sometimes merchants had sales on goods
which mesa residents could take advantage of only if they happened
to go into town, a trip not frequently made and then not without due
consideration and planning, If someone was in town though, and stumbled across a good sale, he or she could call friends on the mesa with
the message,10 Burch's chief economic argument, however, was that
the value of mesa land would rise once a telephone line was in place,
The mesa would be seen "as a progressive community," and for those
so inclined, he hinted that investment in the stock of a telephone company could pay nice dividends "in the no [sic] distant future,"11
Burch heard some opposition to his views, and he parodied it in
his newspaper column by admitting that "A telephone will not milk the
cow, sow the grain or make things grow," But he then redoubled his
efforts, coining the promotional phrase, "The farmer with the telephone
is with the times," How often, he asked, did his fellow farmers waste a
8. Raton Range, March 9, 1899, April 6, 1899.
9. Ibid., February 21,1901.
10. Ibid., December 10,1903.
11. Ibid., April 16, 1904, February 18, 1904,
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day going to town for an implement part which proved to be o.ut of stock,
when a quick telephone call would have saved them the trouble?Threshing crews could be assembled by telephone, from the ease of one's
own kitchen, rather than by riding around for a whole'morning contacting
hands,. with the additional advantage that the horses did not get worn
out just at the time when they most needed their strength. In fact, the
telephone encouraged neighborliness, pa~ticularly '~in time of sickness
or when an accident or fire occurs.... "
Burch even enlisted the support of the farm family. No longer, he
said, would the farm wife get lonesome when left alone all day while her
husband was in the field; now she could "take the 'phone down and
visit a few minutes with her neighbors. "Children would benefit, too, being
now more inclined to stay at home because they would no longer be
"isolated from [the] society of other folks.:' Farm life for them would not
have "the dry drudgery of non telephone times:" Burch himself was
looking forward to being entertained over the telephone by having various families sing or play concerts for others on the line during stormy
days or on long winter evenings. 12
The widespread publicity accorded the telephone in newspapers,
periodicals, and books at this time bolstered Burch's position. The Raton
Range occasionally featured news items on developments in the industry. Atypical magazine story for the period was "A Cheap Telephone
System ForFarmers," in the March 31, 1900, issue of Scientific American.
This article described a "home-made fence telephone" in use in PE;mdleton, Indiana. Stretching fourteen miles through three towns, it was
heralded as innovative because it was strung on fence posts and u'sed
common barbed wire.and galvanized wire for transmission. Telephone
systems incorporating the top strand of a barbed wire fence became
quite common in rural America at this time though they had serious
limitations, especially in the quality of their signal. Interested individuals
could readily locate complete instructions for building such a system.
Perhaps the outstanding book of the period was J. E. Kingsbury's The
Telephone and Telephone Exchanges, published in 1915. It remained
a standard reference work on the early history of the telephone industry,
and was reprinted in the 1970s. Kingsbury included chapters such as
"The Common Battery System," which featured detailed diagrams on
how to hook up and power telephones and lines. Less technical and
hence more useful to the uninitiated was Telephones, Their Construction
and Fitting. A Practical Treatise on the Fitting Up and Maintenance of
Telephones and the Auxiliary Apparatus, by' F. C. Allsop, pUblished in
1897. Allsop, too, had diagrams, but in a more simplified form. Both
12. Ibid., March 10, 1904, December 25,1902, November 27,1902.
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authors recommended using copper wire specifically made for outdoor
telephone lines, but also mentioned the use of various types of steel
wires. Allsop devoted a chapter to "Erecting Telephone Lines, Overhead
Wires, Instruments, Etc."13
Edmund Burch, after several years of agitating for the construction
of a telephone line on Johnson Mesa, finally decided personally to tackle
the matter. He was acquainted with. barbed wire systems, mentioning
in his column one eighty miles long which had been built out of Clayton,
New Mexico, and others in use in rural Nebraska. 14 Late in 1902 he and
two neighbors resolved to put in a private line connecting their three
places, though they did not get their system ordered and installed for
another two years. In his column of February 11, 1904, under the headline
"Mesa Farmers Utilizing Their Wire Fences for Telephones," Burch finally
was able to boast: "How do you like our barbed wire telephone line?
... English, Utton and Burch have their telephones in, and they work
fine. "15 The old adage "seeing is believing" certainly applied in this instance, for it was the installation of this private line which convinced
others on the mesa that the telephone was the miracle some claimed it
to be. By the end of that month a doctor living on the mesa had an
eight-mile-Iong line in operation from his home to the post office. Patients,
or family members of someone injured or fallen ill, gained central access
to his services. Burch continued to arouse interest through his column
as well. It must have given him great pleasure to write, as he did on
March 17, 1904, "I heard on the telephone tonight that. ... "16
The question on the mesa now became not whether a telephone
system would be constructed, but how it would be accomplished. Interested community members discussed a variety of plans for financing
and building lines. They had two general options. One was to connect
Raton and Folsom with a line across the mesa. Mesa residents could
then tap into this main line. The other was to set up an exchange on the
mesa itself and then link it with a nearby town. Folsom, Raton, and
Trinidad, Colorado, all got consideration, with Raton the clear favorite. 17
Capital could be acquired in two ways only, either within the community
itself, or from some outside party or parties. For a while there was hope
that the Bell Company, which controlled the Raton exchange, would
build from Raton to Folsom and then on to Clayton, but it did not do so.
13. "A Cheap Telephone System for Farmers," Scientific American, 82 (March 31.
1900),196; Kingsbury, Telephone, 360, 381. 421. F. C Allsop, Telephones, Their Construction and Fitting. A Practical Treatise on the Fitting Up and Maintenance of Telephones
and the Auxiliary Apparatus (London: n.p., 1897), 137, 169
14. Raton Range, December 12,25, 1902.
15 Ibid., January 1,1903, December 24,1903. February 11,1904
16. Ibid., February 25.1904, March 17, 1904
17. Ibid, November 27,1902.
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Some farmers grumbled that Bell discouraged other companies from
coming in, saying it would not let them connect at Raton, even though
it would not venture onto the mesa itself. 18 The Colorado Telephone
Company, which had the exchange in Trinidad, did express an interest
and sent an agent to the mesa, but it did not carry out any organization
there either. Burch tried to entice investment by the merchants of Raton,
pointing out that their business might increase with telephone connections on the mesa and in Folsom, but they did not respond l9
Lacking an expression of outside interest, it became evident that
those on the mesa who wanted a telephone exchange would have to
finance and build it themselves. At one point Burch complained that "do
it yourself" seemed to be the only answer to every problem on the mesa;
he facetiously supposed that the folks there would have to construct
their own beet sugar plant, mill for oats, and even railroads. 2°The simple
solution was to create a company, sell shares to the public, use the
capital to build the system, and then charge a fee to customers. Few
people on the mesa had money to invest in such a venture, so enough
capital would never be raised that way. An alternative was to follow this
plan but allow shareholders to work out the purchase price of their shares
by putting up poles, installing lines and maintaining the system. Subscribers would purchase their own equipment, so that the only money
needed would be for poles and lines. It was hoped that enough cash
shares would be sold to provide the amount required. Eventually this
was the route taken, though not without difficulties and complications. 21
An informal meeting to discuss the formation of a stock company
and the building of a telepone exchange followed voting in the Republican primary at a local school house on February 20, 1904. 22 Political
sentiment on the mesa was overwhelmingly Republican, so most of the
men living there could be expected to be present for this precinct vote.
About fifteen farmers stayed to "talk telephone" and chose Burch as
their temporary chairman. Burch had called for the meeting in a newspaper column the week before. The men considered the various options
available to them, but made no definite decision on how to proceed. A
majority did agree that bringing a telephone exchange to the mesa "has
become a necessity." The group instructed Burch to name a committee
to draw up plans for a permanent organization. March 18, 1904, was
set as the date for the next meeting: 23
The mesa farmers eventually chose a joint stock company as the
18. Ibid.,
19. Ibid.,
20. Ibid.,
21. Ibid.,
22, Ibid.,
23. Ibid.,

May 23, 1901, February 20, 1902.
December 10, 1903, February 21, 1901.
May 1, 1902
February 21,1901, November 27,1902, March 14, 1901,
February 18, 1904.
February 25, 1904, March 10, 1904,
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means for organizing and financing their telephone venture. Recognizing
that many people wanted telephone service and would subscribe once
an exchange was available, but had no spare cash to invest in stock,
the association allowed for the cost of the stock to be worked out in the
construction of the lines. As it turned out this essentially meant setting
the poles; a crew was hired to string the lines. The contract that the
organizers of the venture carried around the mesa and showed to various
families there read:
We, the signers of this contract, agree to build and complete one
mile of telephone line between Raton and Folsom or forfeit twentyfive dollars, said line to be built or money paid on or before the 15th
day of August, 1904. 24
In practice those who just wanted to invest paid their money and forgot
about the labor. By the end of March, forty-three charter members had·
signed to support the enterprise. Individuals in the town of Folsom sent
word that they would also be investing before the May 1; 1904 deadline
for purchasing stock. 25
Just when the dream of getting telephone service on the mesa
seemed to have been translated into reality, problems arose. First legal
complications developed, then various disagreements pitted neighbor
against neighbor. Although the company had a constitution and by-laws,
based on models of similar ventures in the Midwest, it was not incorporated. The trustees learned that by not incorporating they had violated
New Mexico law. So, during the summer of 1904, they consulted a lawyer,
reorganized, and became a chartered corporation, covering themselves
with, as Burch put it, "the great cloak of the law." In his newspaper
columns Burch hinted that there was considerable discontent about this
state interference in private affairs. These independent mesa farmers
had homesteaded their land and clung to it despite great odds, including
losing their crops to killing frosts which came as late as July 4 one year,
and they wanted the state to stay out of theiraffairs: 26
Divisiveness among friends on the mesa was potentially much more
threatening to the telephone enterprise than legal problems. That tempers could flare was demonstrated by a dispute between two factions
in the summer of 1904. They divided over a move by the telephone
company board of directors to make stock in the company assessable.
That meant that each stockholder would be liable for a cash payment
on each share owned. The company was short of working capital and
having difficulty meeting routine expenses.
24. Ibid, March 24, 1904.
25. Ibid, March 31,1904, April 7,1904.
26. Ibid., June 2, 1904.
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John Utton, a director, led the group favoring the stock assessment.
Ed Burch headed the opposition. These two were old friends and neighbors, having been two of the three men who originally connected their
homes with the first private line on the mesa. Much of Utton's support
came from stockholders who had no telephones of their own, but who,
instead, chose to pay a toll for each call they made on a public telephone
maintained by the company. In some ways these stockholders represented a certain speculative interest; they did not subscribe to the services of the company, but hoped it would be successful and that their
stock would increase in value. They preferred an occasional assessment
fee to installing a telephone and paying a yearly service charge. Paradoxically, Utton pushed for the assessment because he thought it would
be counter-productive. He figured the stockholders would soon find it
cheaper to buy a telephone and pay the annual charge than to have a
series of assessments. Once most mesa residents had telephones, he
reasoned, the company would be self-supporting. 27
Burch and his allies voiced several arguments against assessment.
They believed that in the end it would kill the company because no one
would buy any further stock. Burch claimed he knew of various Raton
merchants who had been ready to take stock, as a friendly gesture to
their mesa customers, but who now would shy away since they could
see assessment after assessment being made. Who knew how much
ownership of stock might ultimately cost? Most incensed were those
people who both owned stock and had a telephone. Not only had they
purchased this telephone, but they paid $3.00 a year for access to the
company lines. They would have to pay an assessment now on top of
their annual bill. Their solution to the company's money woes was to
make a toll call so expensive that stockholders without home service
would find it cheaper to pay the $3,00 yearly access fee,28 .
Utton and Burch exchanged some heated words via the columns
of the Raton Range. Burch, standing up for the Raton merchants in this
case and claiming that they really had the interests of mesa folk at heart,
depicted the move of the telephone company directors as showing "a
selfish disposition on our part." Utton, responding in martyred tones,
said he wa~ tired of "kiyks from slanderers, bulldozers and dictators,"
As for the soft hearts of the Raton merchants, Utton claimed, "I never
got a penny's worth of anything in Raton that I did not pay for and pay
well,"29 A wounded Burch protested: '" can hardly believe that Mr. Utton
27. Ibid, June 30, 1904, JUly 14, 1904.
28. No mention is made of families who could not afford either stock in the company
or a telephone and who depended on the public telephone for an occasional call to a
doctor, merchant, or friend. Ibid., June 30, 1904.
29. Ibid., JUly 14, 1904.
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means me when he says that the officers have been subjected to kicks
from slanderers, bulldozers and dictators.... " He then proceeded to
question Utton's farming practices, classing them as somewhat backward.
'
Burch did end this last public airing of the dispute between himself
and Utton on a conciliatory note by offering to settle differences "in the
shade of the wire fence."The editor of the Raton Range seemed to call
for peace as well, by publishing an article praising the accomplishment
of the mesa people in getting a telephone line built. This article appeared
in the same issue as Burch's final salvo. Given this juxtaposition, the
editor might have had his tongue in his cheek when he wrote: "By the
construction of this telephone line the people of Johnson Mesa have
given to the world an object lesson in what may be accomplished by
co-operation."30 Inflammatory exchanges aside, the directors went ahead
with the assessment.
Despite these difficulties, telephone service was available on the
mesa by the fall of 1904, via a line connected to the exchange switchboard in Raton. Subscribers could not only call their neighbors, but
could reach numbers in Folsom and Raton and even had long distance
connections through a hook-up with the Colorado Telephone Company,
in Trinidad. The Mesa Telephone Company, however, was not a complete
financial success. In its second year of operation, from August 1905, to
August 1906, it earned about $800.00, but it carried an indebtedness
of $1,150.00. Of this amount, $900.00 had been borrowed at ten percent
interest. The number of stockholders remained constant at around forty,
and stock continued to be assessed (in 1906 at the rate of $5.00 per
share). There was unsold stock amounting to 150 shares. Edmund Burch
called on the directors to market some of this stock, rather than continuing to vote assessments. He claimed that the directors were reluctant
to sell because they feared losing control of the company. More likely
the stock was not saleable 31 The major expense borne by the company
in these ensuing years was in repairing lines, which suffered frequent
damage from lightning during violent thunderstorms on the mesa 32 Complaints from customers continued to surface as well. The cost of acquiring and maintaining a telephone remained a major consideration for
many, and they called on the company for relief. A new subscriber first
had to put in his own line from his home to the company lines. One mile
of line cost $20.00. The telephone itself cost $12.00, and the yearly
service fee, raised to $6.00, had to be paid in advance. To get initial
service thus required paying out at least $38.00. In 1905 there was a
30 Ibid, July 21, 1904.
31. Ibid., June 16, 1904,August28, 1906
32. Ibid., March 31, 1906

MICHAEL L. OLSEN

13

request that all subscribers be allowed to payout the $6.00 fee in four
quarterly installments. Such a petition demonstrates the precariousness
of some family finances on the mesa 33
For a few years the telephone did serve the needs of people on
Johnson Mesa. It unified the community and made life easier, safer, and
more convenient. By 1906, mesa residents got a daily weather report
on the phone, plus the latest information on fires, railroad wrecks, and
murders. Ten short rings was the signal for all on the line to answer and
hear the news. In fact, the universal rural telephone complaint of "the
line is occupied most of the time by people visiting" soon surfaced. 34
Edmund Burch went so far as to suggest that the barbed wire lines be
brought back with.people purchasing an extra phone, hooking it to the
barbed wire and using it exclusively for visiting, reserving the company
lines for business.
Party line problems aside, Burch gloried in the pleasure and advantages of the telephone system he had promoted so assiduously. In
the fall of 1904 he got his wish for a concert when a neighboring family
sang several songs over the wires followed by a Mr. Murry, who treated
listeners to violin solos.35 Burch no doubt greatly enjoyed reporting:
A rather amusing incident happened to me a few days ago. After
I had left home, the boy broke the binder, so my wife phoned me
at Raton and tried to give me the number of the piece broken ....
I finally made out what was wanted and telephoned to Trinidad and
had the casting to take home with me, saving two days time besides
having a basket full of fun. 36
The number of such days was limited. By the 1920s most people
had left the mesa. Its farms reverted to grazing land and its homes and
schools stood empty. The Mesa Telephone Company was sold in 1911
and the Mountain States Telegraph and Telephone Company, in the Bell
System, purchased the bulk of its equipment. A private corporation took
over its lines to remote settlements and ranches 37 No one ever claimed
that the telephone would make all the difference between success and
failure in this community, but it was hoped that it would be one more
factor contributing to growth. In the end other circumstances undermined its impact.

33. Ibid., February 2, 1905
34. Ibid., September 22, 1904, February 24, 1906.
35. Ibid., JUly 6, 1905, September 8, 1904.
36. Ibid., September 22, 1904.
37 Stanley F. Crocchiola, The Johnson Mesa, New Mexico, Story (Pep, Texas: privately printed, 1965), 15-16.

Acequia atTesuque, ca. 1925. From the Virginia Johnson collection, neg. #33351 ,
New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Courtesy of Southwest Hispanic
Research Institute, University of New Mexico

Dating the Cano Ditch:
Detective Work in the Pojoaque Valley
DANIEL TYLER

Although no two persons have the same view of what public historians
are, or what they do, most would agree that their work is receiving
increasing attention as our society becomes ever more litigious. In contrast to academic historians, who pursue "truth" as teachers and writers
in a relatively pressureless environment, the public historian is often
hired to assist in winning a litigant's case. In this role, the historian must
respond to court-imposed time limits and the subtle, if not direct, suggestion from an attorney that findings should be consistent with strategy
for successful litigation. In this environment, a naive university professor
will get into trouble unless integrity, objectivity, and independence are
maintained.
An invitation to serve as expert witness or consultant is heady wine,
the flavor of which most definitely improves with the offer of money.
Professorial salaries have never lured historians into the profession, but
the "joy of teaching young, inquisitive minds," and the "solace to read,
research, and write," sometimes pale after a decade or so when children
head for college and debts begin to accumulate. The opportunity to
make extra money becomes more attractive. No doubt, some will deny
that elemental greed has anything to do with the decision to hire out as
Daniel Tyler is professor of history in Colorado State University, Fort Collins He is the
author of Sources for New Mexican History, 1821-1848 (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press, 1984).
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a public historian, but it is a lure, and for most of us the siren's song
seduces as readily as that of our mistress, Clio.
Money is not everything. Historians who work with the public can
also see how their special skills can be applied to real life problems
outside the "ivory tower." Teachers have been on the defensive lately,
trying to persuade the present generation of students that humanities
and social sciences have values that far exceed, in the long run, the
limited accomplishment of computer mastery. The historian as paid consultant should not be seen as a sellout by the profession and may, in
fact, do more to sell the ongoing importance of historical research than
all the historiographical lessons presented to university students in this
technological age. In short, academic historians ought not be ashamed
of using their talents in the marketplace, as long as they refuse to be
corrupted by a value system which may view "truth" as somewhat irrelevant.
With this short philosophical background, the reader should know
that this historian was hired by a private party to investigate the age of
an acequia in the Pojoaque Valley. The salary offered was modest, but
attractive, the research promised to be interesting, and the task was
capable of completion in the summer.
Ditch dating is an interesting kind of detective work involving research in a variety of archival materials. Archaeology, oral tradition, and
geology may prove as significant to the researcher as written records.
In fact, the historian would be well advised to resist the temptation to
focus on a single document as evidence of an acequia's first use. Considered a "smoking gun" in present-day litigation, this kind of solitary
evidence may prove to have rusted parts and wet powder in court under
a barrage of cross-examination.
A better approach involves the creation of reasonable probability
scenarios This means working backwards in time with the aid of land
deeds, agricultural statistics, demographic records, and other written
documents relating to water litigation.
The age of the Cano Ditch became significant as a result of steps
taken in State of New Mexico v. R. Lee Aamodt, et a/. (No. 6639-Civil).
This case, one of the oldest in the United States' district court system,
represents New Mexico's desire to quantify once and for all the rights
of the Tewa Pueblos and their non-Indian neighbors to water in the
Pojoaque Valley. As of this writing, the judge has not yet reached a
decision, and this makes all parties quite nervous. Because of this uncertainty, and because the Pueblos have argued for a "time immemorial"
priority to water in the Tesuque and Pojoaque-Nambe streams, the nonIndian water users hope to prove that their lands were watered by acequias built long before the United States conquered New Mexico. They
are fully aware that if the court awards a "time immemorial" right to the
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Indians, a bitter competition will begin among non-Indian users for the
remaining water. First in time, first in right-the doctrine of prior appropriation.
In anticipation of priority disputes, the New Mexico state engineer
has awarded dates to all the ditches in the Rio Pojoaque stream system
based on known documentation. Two ditches that water the Louise Trigg
ranch (Las Acequias) in the Pojoaque Valley, the Ortiz and the Rincon,
were given dates of 1739 and 1789 respectively. The third and most
important ditch, the Cano, was dated April 1, 1859, based on a statement
of inheritance by Miguel Gonzales submitted to the Court of Private Land
Claims as evidence of land privately owned within the Pojoaque Pueblo. 1
Fearing a low "priority" if this date stands unchallenged, the non-Indian
owners of Cano water rights began exploring the possibility that this
vital source of water might have had a lineage as long and as noble as
its neighbors, the Rincon and the Ortiz. They hired a historian to do the
work.
Some obstacles encountered in this kind of research are formidable.
There is ample evidence, for example, that non-Indian Hispanic settlers
moved into the Pojoaque Valley shortly after the founding of the Villa of
Santa Cruz de la Canada in 1695. Both Diego de Vargas and Pedro
Rodriguez Cubero used their gubernatorial prerogative to authorize settlement within what would now be classified as the pueblo league. After
these farmers and land speculators settled down, they purchased additional lands from the Indians of Nambe and Pojoaque, although not
always in accordance with Spanish law. 2 A research problem emerges
from the fact that boundaries were poorly defined, often mentioning only
the adjoining property of a neighbor; landmarks changed names' with
the passage of time; and river frontages were measured in varas which
were at best rough approximations of distances agreed on by interested
parties. In addition, land exchanges were not regularly recorded, particularly in the Mexican period when it cost a prohibitive twelve pesos
to file a document with the constitutional alcalde 3 Consequently, many
land transfers were made with nothing more than verbal understanding.
All of this means that major roadblocks confront anyone trying to pursue
a title chain backwards from the twentieth century into the Hispanic
1. State Engineer'S Abstract of Documents on Water Right Priorities for Ditches Within
the Rio Pojoaque Stream System, March 20, 1984. The basis for the Cario date is the
Estate of Miguel Gonzales, April 1, 1859, submitted as part of Private Claim No. 291,
Pueblo Lands Board, abstract 85, file 300, 7-9-8.
2. See Myra Ellen Jenkins, "Spanish Land Grants in the Tewa Area," New Mexico
Historical Review, 47 (Apri/1972), 113-34. A few of the pueblo land sales to non-Indians
are recorded in Santa Fe County Deed Books as follows: R-367, S-72/3, P-221, R-292, R295, R-439, S-269, etc.
3. Deed from Francisco Ortiz to Juan Trujillo, March 5, 1831, recorded in Deed Book
S-257/8, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.
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period when the fertile lands of Las Acequias might have been watered
by the Cano Ditch. Add to this the confusion presented' by changing
ditch names,4 complicated family lineages (in this case, the prolific Ortiz
family),5 and the difficulty of finding sworn testimony dealing with land
ownership and cultivation. What you end up with is a labyrinth of tantalizing details, dead-ends, false starts, and discoveries which lead nowhere-and no "smoking gun."
What you can do is prepare a reasonable probability scenario. If
you can find one significant piece of land lying under the Cano Ditch,
in this case a piece legally granted to non-Indians in the eighteenth
century, and if you can find evidence that all or part was used for crop
production, produced pesos de la tierra (agricultural goods), or was
exchanged at any time as tierra de labor (farming land), it would be
reasonable to assume that the water making possible this farming activity
came from the Cano Ditch.
You can also pursue the logic of the ethnologists. Florence Hawley
Ellis, for example, is of the opinion that the ditch system in the Pojoaque
Valley is the same now as it was in prehistoric times. As a result of finding
sherds and other evidence of socio-economic activity in the area, she
argues that when the Pojoaque Indians were required to cultivate additional lands north of the Pueblo in order to produce food for a larger
population during Pueblo III and Pueblo IV periods, the Cano Ditch was
constructed 6 This would date the Cano in the eleventh or twelfth century,
and if a court would accept Ellis' testimony, further research would be
unnecessary. But too many lawyers question this kind of evidence, and
too much is at stake to rest a case only on Ellis' superb research. So,
we return to the search for land under the Cano which might have been
agriculturally productive before 1859. To do so, we focus on the Duran
de Armijo grant of 1739. .
.
Vicente Duran de Armijo petitioned Governor Gaspar Domingo de
4. For example, the Acequia Los Ortizes was also called Acequia de Gaspar Ortiz
(see Pueblo Lands Board testimony for PC 96, Parcel No.4); the Pueblo Acequia was
also known as the Acequia de Las Joyas (see Pueblo Land Boards testimony, P.C. No
277); La Acequii3. del Pueblo was confused with LaAcequia del Llano (see Santa Fe County
Deed Book R-196/7); and the Nueva Ditch was sometimes known as La Acequia de las
Joyas del Llano Frio (see Territorial District Court Records, Santa Fe County, Case No.
4144).
5. David Ortiz, who has an interest in the Cario Ditch and who is a direct descendant
of Nicolas Ortiz and Marfa Coronado, shared his family tree with me. It is obvious from
his data and that of Myra Ellen Jenkins, that the Ortizes and Romeroshad large families
and significant amounts of property in the Pojoaque Valley since the 1690s.
6. See evidence prepared by Florence Hawley Ellis, "Nambe; Their Past Agricultural
Use of Territory." Exhibit N. 1 (U.S. Exhibit 84), 1967, revised 1974, p. 23, submitted in
State of New Mexico v. R. Lee Aamodt, et al. (No. 6639-Civil); see also her deposition.
October 17, 1979, pp. 371.8, 298.1, and transcript of hearing before the Special Master,
December 11,1979, Vol. II, p. 313.6
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MAP SHOWING DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LAND GRANTED TO
VICENTE DURAN DE ARMIJO AND THAT CONFIRMED BY
SURVEYOR GARRETSON
.

SCALE
I
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I

~ Tract of land measured
~ by Surveyor Garretson

Taken from State of New Mexico Office of State Engineer Upper Rio Grande
Hydrographic Survey Nambe-PoJoaque-Tesuque 1984 Sheet No.10
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Mendoza for a grant of lands east and south of Nambe Pueblo. The
governor, who was in favor in principle, refused to grant the specific
lands asked for, because he had received objections from the Indians.
Instead, Duran de Armijo was placed in possession of two tracts of land
on the northwest side of the pueblo's lands well within the so-called
pueblo league. The smaller tract was located below the Rio Pojoaque;
the larger one, described as measuring 740 varas east and west and
550 varas north to south, lay just north of the river. Its southern boundary
was defined as theRfo Pojoaque; the northern and western boundaries
were the lands of General Juan Paez Hurtado, and the eastern boundary
stretched along the Camino Real. 7 No records prove that Duran de Armijo
actually farmed the land, but when the alcalde mayor of Santa Cruz
confirmed the grant to him on October 5, 1789, Duran de Armijo had
offered to cultivate and settle the land as directed by royal decrees. 8
When Surveyor General William Pelham was trying to quiet title to
private land claims in 1859, he received a petition from the grandson
of Gaspar Ortiz I on June 10, 1859, in which the petitioner requested
confirmation of the Duran de Armijo grant. The grandson argued that
his grandfather had purchased the land from Duran de Armijo and that
the conveyance had been lost. In the testimony that followed, two octogenarian witnesses swore that they had known Gaspar Ortiz I, and
that he had lived on and cultivated the land from 1789 to his death in
1824. One of the witnesses, too blind to sign his name, testified to the
fact that he had seen the deed executed between Vicente Duran de
Armijo and Gaspar Ortiz I, "about thirty years ago [1829] in Gaspar
Ortiz's hands. "9 Pelh'am approved the grant, the smallest confirmed private land claim in New Mexico, but argued that the chain of title out of
the original grantee to the claimant was inchoate. In his report, he approved the land "to the legal representatives of Vicente Duran de Armijo,
and ordered [it] to be transmitted to Congress for its action in the premises."lo Because this land is believed to be part of Las Acequias, and
because there is at least a suggestion that it was cultivated prior to
1859, the next move was to try to locate it.
The John W. Garretson surveys of Nambe and Pojoaque Pueblos
7. Records of the Surveyor General, #31, Gaspar Ortiz Grant, New Mexico State
Archives and Records Center (hereinafter cited as NMSARC).
8. Ibid.
9. Testimony of Antonio Quintance [sic], June 30, 1859, before William Pelham, Surveyor General, Santa Fe, New Mexico. From copies printed in U.S. Congress, House
Committee on Private Land Claims, in Private Land Claims in New Mexico (Washington,
D.C: Government Printing Office, 1861), 178-79.
10. Ibid., 80. Also see J. J Bowden, "Private Land Claims in the Southwest" (6 vols.,
LLM thesis, Southern Methodist University, 1969), 3:606-9
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were executed in June 1859. At that time, the common boundary between the two pueblos was established at approximately one and onehalf miles due west of the Nambe church. 11 From that point, Garretson
measured the 13,520 acres of Pojoaque and 13,586 acres of Nambe.
The north-south line common to both pueblos runs through the southeast
portion of Las Acequias.
The Gaspar Ortiz grant was not surveyed until March 17, 1877. At
that time, U.S. Deputy Surveyors Stephen C. McElroy and Daniel Sawyer
surveyed the two tracts originally granted to Vicente Duran de Armijo,
carefully following the pueblo boundary line established by John Garretson. For some reason, best known only to them, the grant limits selected for the survey were in no way similar to what had been approved
by Surveyor General Pelham and the United States Congress. 12 Although
they started correctly from the Rfo Pojoaque and measured the land
within Nambe Pueblo, they seem to have almost reversed the dimensions
and in the process shorted the grantees 13.48 acres. No explanation is
given, but it is likely that the measurements were revised so as not to
intrude too close to the center of Nambe Pueblo. The surveyor's notes
say only that the land is "nearly all tillable and under cultivation." Although
McElroy and Sawyer crossed over at least two ditches, they mentioned
neither. 13
:;,r
The land surveyed was in approximately the right area. Perhaps it
could be further identified by the Camino Real referred to in the 1739
grant documents as Duran de Armijo's eastern boundary. But locating
an eighteenth-century highway in 1984 is no easy task. The eastern
perimeter of Las Acequias just happens to be a dirt road crossing the
river and heading for Santa Fe. Aerial surveys of 1935 show a highway
coming up to Nambe Pueblo fromCuyamungu8, but it drops off the
escarpment south of the Rio Pojoaque and crosses into Nambe farther
east. 14 Conversations with old-timers in the area and tours on foot failed
to define the precise location of the old Camino Real. The perimeter
road may indeed be the eastern boundary of the Duran deArmijo grant,
11. John Garretson ran the north-south line separating the two pueblos from a point
measured at one mile, thirty-four chains, and ninety links west of the church at Nambe.
See the plats (Pojoaque and Nambe) in U.S., Department of Interior, Bureau of Land
Management, Vol. G1266, on microfiche, BLM, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
12. Vicente OurEm de Armijo was awarded a grant that measured 740 varas (2035',
using a 33" vara) 'east and west by 550 varas (1512.5') north and south, for a total of
70.66 acres. Daniel Sawyer and Stephen McElroy measured a grant with an east-west
dimension of 1231.56' and a north-south dimension of 2424.18', making a total of 57.18
acres.
13. Transcript of Field Notes; Gaspar Ortiz Grant No. 31, approved by Henry M.
Atkinson, United States Surveyor General, June 5, 1877, Vol. 0150, pp. 752-55, BLM,
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
14. Copies of aerial photos taken in 1935 sent from the National Archives, now located
in the State Engineer's Office. See photos numbered 1292, 1293 (Nambe).
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but too many other possibilities negate the hoped for empirical evidence.
Better to pursue the Cano Ditch through Pueblo Lands Board records,
some of which provide testimony of retired farmers who worked the
lands of Las Acequias long before it was put together as a ranch by
Cyrus McCormick in the 1920s.
The Pueblo Lands Act of June 7, 1924, was designed to quiet title
to non-Indian land claims "within the exterior boundaries of any lands
granted or confirmed by the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico by any
authority of the United States. "15 The Pueblo Lands Board was organized
by this act. It was required to recognize non-Indian claims to Pueblo
lands if they were based on a deed and had begun before January 6,
1902, or, if no written document was available, if the claimant could
prove adverse possession dating from March 16, 1889. The board began
its work in 1925 and completed its final report in 1933: The procedure
it adopted was to publish general notices asking potential claimants to
produce written deeds and property tax receipts. From these written
documents and its own research in county courthouses, the board compiled an abstract of title to each non-Indian tract. The final step was to
have a mass hearing at the site of the grant, at which time the nonIndians could present whatever supplemental information they had about
the history of the particular tract. Because the chains of title were usually
incomplete and the written deeds themselves extremely vague, the information produced at these hearings provided valuable evidence' on
land tenure patterns.
Descendants of the Ortiz family testified when Private Claims (PCs)
in the area of the Duran de Armijo grant were brought before the Pueblo
Lands Board. 16 They swore that some of the land had been purchased
from the Indians by Gaspar Ortiz, that it had been watered by both the
Ortiz and Cano ditches, 17 that it had been passed down to them by way
of a will which Gaspar Ortiz wrote before he died on August 24, 1824,18
that their water rights were over one hundred years old,19 and that the
15. Quoted from the act by G Emlen Hall. Four Leagues of Pecos: A Legal History
of the Pecos Grant, 1800-1933 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984),
244. Additional references to the Pueblo Lands Board are based on Four Leagues.
16. These would be PC 90, Parcel No 1; PC 98, Parcel No.1; PC 96, Parcel No.
2; PC. 119, Parcel No.1; PC 87, Parcel No.2; PC 40, Parcel No.1; and PC 322. See
State of New Mexico, Office of the State Engineer, Upper Rio Grande Hydrographic Survey,
Nambe, Pojoaque, Tesuque, Shj3et NO.1 0.
17. Pueblo Lands Board testimor.ly (hereafter referred to as PLB), PC 90, Parcel No.
1, Bouquet Ranch, Pojoaque. Testimony of Jose C. Sandoval, April 14, 1926 Copies of
these documents are in the Office of the State Engineer, originals in the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
18. Ibid, testimony of Teodocio Ortiz and Julio Ortiz, April 9, 1926, PLB, PC 96,
Parcel NO.2.
19. Ibid., Testimony of Juan B.. Rivera, April 12, 1926, PLB, PC 119, Parcel NO.1.
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land had been lived on and cultivated as long as anyone could remember. 20
These are nice recollections, but are they accurate enough to withstand cross-examination in court? Could it be that the Santa Fe County
Deed Books contain supporting documents needed to prove the testimony of the Ortiz descendants? The Aamodt Case has brought to light
the existence of many Spanish and Mexican period land titles that were
relatively unknown, because they were not registered in Deed Books
until the 1880s and early 1890s. With the guidance of John O. Baxter,
author of a pioneering report on Pojoaque and Tesuque valley irrigation
systems,21 and my wife who helped research these deeds, several clues
finally emerged.
In Santa Fe County Deed Books can be found a land exchange
dated October 27, 1790, recorded on December 31, 1887, in which
Gaspar Ortiz purchased a parcel of land from the Indian Lazaro and
five other natives of Nambe Pueblo. 22 The Indians produced a license
issued to Lazaro on May 19, 1789, by Governor Fernando de la Concha
which stipulated that the pueblos of Pojoaque and Nambe had forty
days to exercise a first right of refusal. Failure to act would mean that
the land could be sold to a third party.23 On May 20, 1793, Don Gaspar
purchased additional land. This deed was recorded on January 2, 1888. 24
Each deed mentions an acequia crossing the property. Deed Book R
documents the sale of land from Miguel Quintana to Gaspar Ortiz [II?]
made on April 2, 1846, recorded on December 23,1887. The property
description also mentions an old acequia as the northern boundary.25
All three of these deeds were submitted in evidence for Private
Claim 90, Parcel NO.1. According to the New Mexico State Engineer's
Hydrographic Survey Map of the Upper Rio Grande (1964), which was
based on this evidence when it was submitted to the Pueblo Lands
Board, the ditch mentioned in the deeds has to be the Cano. 26 But
because the boundaries of all three lots are vague, and the Ortiz Ditch
runs in the same vicinity, the survey map could be in error, so down the
20. PLB testimony, P.C. 87, Parcel No.2, PC 40, Parcel No.1, and Gaspar Ortiz
Grant, No. 31, NMSRCA.
21. John O. Baxter, "Spanish Irrigation in the Pojoaque and Tesuque Valleys during
the Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries." A stUdy prepared for the Office of the
State Engineer, August 1983
22. Santa Fe County, Deed Book S, 72-73.
23. Baxter, "Spanish Irrigation," 32, n.9, in which the author cites Miscellaneous Pueblo
Indian Records, NMSARC.
24. Santa Fe County, Deed Book S, 73-74.
25. Ibid., Deed Book R, 193-94
26. John Baxter concluded that it was the Ortiz Ditch in his 1983 report ("Spanish
Irrigation," 32), but on cross-examination during a later phase of the Aamodt Case, he
agreed that the deeds could also be referring to the Calio. See letter to the author from
Neil C. Stillinger, March 11, 1985.
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PC 280 SHOWING LOCATION OF LAS JOLLAS AND CANO DITCHES
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Taken from State of New Mexico Office of State Engineer Upper Rio Grande
Hydrographic Survey Nambe-PoJoaque-Tesuque 1964 Sheet No.8

Cano Ditch we go looking for other tracts of land whose titles might also
include an early deed. PC 280 seems to hold the key.
Clearly located under the waterfall of the Cano, PC 280 is described
in a warranty deed dated November 10,1924, as 145varas of land with
a one-half water right from the Cano Ditch and a one-quarter right from
the Las Jollas Ditch. This claim was rejected at first by the Pueblo Lands
Board, but the Pueblo of Pojoaque later agreed to make an exchange
with non-Indians resulting in a quitclaim deed registered on November
4, 1940. 27 The land was surveyed to contain 3.829 acres, and the earliest
deed offered in support of the property carries a date of March 5,1831. 28
It describes a sale of 145 varas from Francisco Ortiz to Juan Trujillo for
262 "pesos de fa tierra," and locates the land in an area bordered by
what is now known as Woolley's Wash under the Cano Ditch.
Having searched the world over, as it were-PLB records, county
deeds, abstracts of title, Mexican and Spanish period land records,
litigation records of Pojoaque Valley ditches, personal interviews, on-site
tours, contemporary accounts of Nambe and Pojoaque in the eighteenth
27. Abstract of title belonging to Virginia Goodwin, Pojoaque, New Mexico, 17, 18,
20,25.
28. Santa Fe County, Deed Book S, 257-58; recorded either January 27 or January
28, 1888.
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and nineteenth centuries-and finding that none of the previous research proved as clearly as this one Mexican period deed that the Cano
was, indeed, used before April 1859, jubilation reigned among some of
the non-Indian water users. But was there a stone left unturned? Was
there a blind spot? Was there any way to make the evidence even more
compelling?
A current survey of PC 280 was needed to make absolutely sure it
was correctly located on the State Engineer's map. When this job was
finally accomplished, the metes and bounds appeared in the right place,
and a ditch snaked across the property where it was supposed to be. 29
The only problem was that the ditch was the Las Jollas, and its earliest
use, according to the New Mexico State Engineer, was October 15,
1716. 30 The Cano probably watered some of the land before or after the
Las Jollas was built; it was nearby. But all the evidence considered still
precluded a dating of the Cano Ditch with absolute certainty.
The final report? A mixed bag, as they say. The Cano might have
been prehistoric; it was probably involved in land purchases made by
the Ortiz family; and almost certainly it was used by farmers who moved
onto the north end of the Pojoaque league in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. That itwas in use prior to 1859 seems clear, but exactly
when it was built may never be known. In this kind of historical investigation, a good detective
knows his limitations.
I
Overall, however, this historian must conclude that public history
under contract produced rewards. It necessitated familiarity with a new
set of documents which had not been thoroughly understood before. It
required contact with professionals in other disciplines-map makers,
aerial photographers, anthropologists, hydrologists, surveyors, to name
but a few-whose research and advice were both useful and educational. It provided an opportunity to work in a fresh environment, away
from the university, thus serving as something of a mini-sabbatical. The
project stimulated new ideas and plenty of questions that are now being
shared with students and colleagues. Ties were formed with others who
have a similar interest in New Mexico acequias, and a network of information now exists where none had been thought of previously. For
critics who still feel that this kind of work may prostitute historical ethics,
the only fair response is, "Try it!"The work can be hard, but the rewards
are unlimited, and it can even be fun.

29. Letter to the author from Neil C. Stillinger, July 23, 1984, that enclosed a copy
of Sheet No 8, Upper Rio Grande Hydrographic Survey, 1964, on which was drawn P.C.
280
30. State Engineer, List of Rio Pojoaque Stream System Water Right Priorities, prepared for State of New Mexico v. R. Lee Aamodt, et al. by Peter Thomas White, Special
Assistant Attorney General, December 1, 1983.

Hondale Tomato Cannery, Luna County, ca. 1920. Courtesy of Rio Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library.

"I've Worked, I'm Not Afraid of Work":
Farm Women in New Mexico,

1920-1940
JOAN M. JENSEN

These words of Edna Gholson of Quay County, New Mexico, in many
ways symbolize the history of farm women in New Mexico during .the
two decades from 1920 to 1940. The work of farm women has always
been visible, known, and talked about in rural areas. Any farm woman
can give a detailed description of the work she and her neighbors
perform in the farm house, farm yard, farm field, and farming community.
It is only historians who have had difficulty translating that oral tradition
into a written account. Because New Mexico has been rural longer than
most states, women have been absent from most written accounts of
New Mexico history. Rural women's history is accessible, however, through
census material, agricultural extension records, and especially oral history. These sources make the twentieth-century history of New Mexico
farm women a particularly rich field of study.
This essay describes the work of New Mexico farm women in family
and community. It is confined primarily ~o the Hispanic and Anglo majority. Although NativeAmerican women have had a long, rich agricultural
history, their history has also been separate in many ways. Their history
Joan M. Jensen is professor of history in New Mexico State University and chair of
the history department. This essay is from her forthcoming University of New Mexico Press
publication New Mexico Women: Intercultural Perspectives, co-edited with Darlis A. Miller.
The anthology will feature a dozen essays on various aspects of the history of New Mexico
women.
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deserves special skills of analysis and is available through separate
sources for the most part. For these reasons, the Native American minority, which numbered less than six percent of the population in 1920
and lived scattered through McKinley, San Juan, Sandoval, and Valencia
counties is not discussed here. Nor are black women, an even smaller,
more urban group that numbered less than two percent of the population. The intercultural perspective here presented, then, is that of the
almost equal numbers of Hispanic and Anglo females who together
composed the 85 percent majority in the state in 1920. Of these 306,000
females, almost 78,000 were twenty-one years or over, and 64,000 of
them rural. Members of this rural adult female population and the changes
in their lives over twenty years are the focus of the following study.1
This study takes as its direct focus farm women in Bernalillo, Doria
Ana, Union, Rio Arriba, Santa Fe, Taos, and Valencia counties. Anglo
women were represented heavily in the counties of Bernalillo, DoriaAna,
and Union, although only Union was almost entirely Anglo. Rio Arriba,
Santa Fe, Taos, and Valencia were predominantly Hispanic with small
Anglo minorities. DoriaAna is located in the south, Valencia and Bernalillo
in central, and Santa Fe, Rio Arriba, and Union in the northern part of
the state. These counties give regional and ethnic representation. In
addition, oral and family histories from women of a number of other
counties describe similar conditions; attitudes of farm women, and agricultural extension documents from 1921, 1925, 1930, 1935, and 1939
describe the activities of farm women. Together, the oral historiesand
written records provide rich documentation of the work farm women
performed in the economic and cultural survival of family and community.
Although divided by ethnicity and sometimes by class, these farm women
shared a common history as they worked in the valleys, plains, and
mountains of New Mexico.
The primary bond of unity among these Anglo and Hispanic women
was poverty. The majority of each group was desperately poor, not only
by contemporary standards but also by middle-class standards of the
time. As frustrated extension agents found, many women were so poor
they could not afford the few cents necessary for patterns, hat 1rames,
or material to complete clothing projects. For this reason, extension
agents in most areas concentrated on food preservation, labor intensive
work that could provide necessary food for the whole family and which
required equipment that could often be purchased collectively and used
cooperatively. Pressure cookers and glass containers, although still expensive for impoverished farm families, were within the reach of most.
1. Population statistics from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
United States Census of Agriculture: 1945 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1946), Vol. 1, Pprt 30, New Mexico and Arizona, 1-14.
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Growing food and preserving it increasingly became an important summer task for large numbers of Hispanic and Anglo farm women. 2 All New Mexico farm women were affected by certain grim economic
facts of life in the two decades between 1920 and 1940. Bounded on
each end by a world war that affected agriculture and family intensively,
these decadeswere primarily ones of economic depression and change
for the entire farm population of the United States. The adjustment to
changing world and domestic markets after World War I, the depression
that spread out from urban areas, combined with one of the worst droughts
in the history of the Southwest, left thousands of farm families with little
hope for changing their lives. Hard times were not new to most New
Mexican farm families, whether homesteaders who had so recently and
so optimistically dotted the eastern plains with their sod and frame homes
and windmills or Hispanic farmers who held small irrigated plots along
the Rio Grande. All had already suffered hard times. What they lost in
these depression years was primarily the hope that hard work could
make a good life for their families on the land. It was hard to look forward
and to expect better times. Without that hope many sold out, moved to
town, or became tenants and farm laborers on the land of other {arm
families. 3
The life-styles honed by poverty, nevertheless, gave these farm
families great survival skills. Labor exchange, barter, and
common
rural socio-economic status gave people a feeling of shared experience.
There were few wealthy farm families at whom rural people could direct
their anger. Simple life styles were the rule even for most ranch and f.arm
families that had wealth in land. While there were growing class divisions
in the state, these were masked by urban-rural rifts. The wealthy most
often lived in town or out of state, appearing occasionally in communities
or, as one commentator wrote, in the offices of extension agents in their
"white linen suits." Conflict occurred during these years but it usually
took the form of conflict against outsiders who attempted to extend
control into rural areas. Open violence flared occasionally but usually
the community majority united against the outsider. The representatives
of these outside interests held their tongues, for the most part, and bided
their time. 4

a

2. Joan M. Jensen, "Canning Comes to New Mexico: Women and the Agricultural
. Extension Service, 1914-1919," New Mexico Historical Review, 57 (October 1982), 36186.
3. Joan M. Jensen, "Farm Women in New Mexico, 1900-1940," in Robert Kern, ed.,
Labor in New Mexico: Strikes, Unions, and Social History Since 1881 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1983), 61-81 has an overview.
4. Hugh B. Calkins, "Reconnaissance Survey of Human Dependency on Resources
in the Rio Grande Watershed" (Mimeographed, USDA, Soil Conservation Service, Region
Eig:lt, Regional Bulletin No. 33, Conservation Series, No.6, December 1936), 116.
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In addition to a type of class homogeneity, farm women also benefited from federal and state agencies expanded or established to meet
the crisis of the depression and drought of the early 1930s. In addition
to dealing with new conditions, officials tackled old problems like rural
health, hazards of water supply, environmental dangers of soil erosion
from overgrazing, and isolation of farm women. The actions of state
extension agents and federal officials, while sometimes. bungling and
inappropriate, eventually provided an impressive rural service infrastructure. Rural women were better organized in many ways by the end of
the 1930s than their urban sisters. There was a community spirit of
cooperation which, while unequal in different areas, increased during
the 1930s. Welfare, government jobs and loans, extension clubs, and
projects all had their pitfalls. But when officials could operate effectively
with their rural constituency, helping them meet their needs, the agencies
provided a network of support that rural people had not experienced
previously inAmerican history. Some contemporary commentators noted
the great gains by the wealthy elite from federal funding. Hugh G. Calkins, for example, observed that in the Mesilla Valley of southern New
Mexico, the wealthy farmers had received most of the $675,000 in payments under the Agricultural Adjustment Act. Nevertheless, middle-class
farm families in the Mesilla Valley also gained from the assistance of
state and federal programs Poor farm families, who did not have enough
money to keep their land, received federal relief.5
For rural women, the family remained central to their lives in a peculiar way, for most of their work was performed within the family on
family-owned farms. The rules for this circumstance were embedded so
deeply in family law and custom that many may not have consciously
considered them or possible alternatives. For that reason, a review of
family law that encompassed community property law in New Mexico
is fundamental to understanding women's relationship to agriculture.
Research on the history of family law in New Mexico is still relatively
new but the general outlines are clear. Hispanic women had enjoyed
the rights of community property under Spanish and Mexican law but
these rights were diminished under American rule and the adoption of
common law procedures. The property rights of Hispanic women, however, should not be romanticized. Like women under common law, New
Mexico women forfeited most of their civil rights upon marriage. Married
women were subordinate to their husbands under Mexican law. While
a woman had a legal right to retain separate title to property brought
into a marriage and had a legal right to one-half of the property accumulated after marriage, her husband, as legal head of the family, had
5. Ibid.
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management and control of property during marriage. She could lose
her property rights for adultery or if she entered the church. Community
property laws gave the family, not the individual woman, protection.
Marriage was a legal partnership under Spanish and Mexican law with
each partner owning one-half of the acquired property but one partner,
as a legal commentator remarked, had "larger power than the other." A
woman had a legal right to control of her property only at her death
unless her husband died first. The husband could dispose of his property
at will; the wife, except for small gifts to the poor, only with the consent
of her husband. Before 1907, however, women did have the right to
dispose of their separate property and one-half of the community property by will 6
In 1907, the New Mexico legislature passed statutes modeled on
California family law. Under the new law, a woman could not dispose of
her property by will. This meant that her property passed automatically
to her husband. She had no right to make a will or determine who would'
receive her property. Although California changed its law in 1923, New
Mexico retained the old California law until the 1970s. In 1919, the courts
held that a wife did not forfeit community property because of adultery.
Moreover, an Eddy County ranch woman, bringing suit in this case, and
having admitted adultery, was found by the courts to have a right to
one-half of a ranch valued between $100,000 and $200,000. The court
held the husband had tried to defraud the woman by offering her a
settlement of $4,000 and ordered the lower courts to divide the property
equitably. But a loyal wife had little legal power. To be single, widowed,
or divorced gave farm women their only legal equality.7
'Given the property structure of family law, married farm women
theoretically had little control over the property that they owned as marital
partners. How this law worked out in practice, however, has not yet been
studied by historians. The law gave farm widows considerable power;
it may also have given farm wives more power in practice than the theory
indicates. But farm women in their oral histories complain of husbands
as "partners" who uprooted the family when they decided to move, and
as "managers" of the partnership who ran families into debt, leaving
women no alternative but divorce or acquiesence. The experiences of
Florence Hill of Carlsbad and Edna Gholson of Tucumcari are relevant
here. Both husband managers ran up debts for the partnership. Hill
found out only after her husband died that he had run up debts for
6. Theodore E. Jones, "Community Property-Power of Testamentary DispositionInequality Between Spouses," Natural Resources Journal, 7 (October 1967), 645-49;
Robert Emmet Clark, "Management and Control of Community Property in New Mexico,"
Tulane Law Journal, 26 (April 1952), 324-43
7. Barnett v. Barnett, 9 N.M. 205 (October 1897).
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another woman. She worked to pay for his funeral expenses but refused
to pay his debts. She had to support her children by keeping house for
a wealthy neighbor. Gholson had a partner whose problem was drinking.
After her divorce, she paid off $900 in debts in one year on her own by
taking in boarders. 8
Divorce was less common in Hispanic than in Anglo families in the
1920s and 1930s. Equal division of land among children by Hispanic
fathers remained common, however, and when a husband died without
a will the courts divided his community property equally among the
children. Such equal partition gave daughters a stake in family property
and increased their control; it also increasingly divided the farm land.
By the 1930s, land owned by Hispanic families in counties like Rio Arriba
and San Miguel averaged three acres per family. While land was plentiful
and communal grazing lands available, equitable partition had strengthened the families. As Anglo landowners gradually took over communal
grazing lands, such farms could provide only subsistence. Cash incomes had to be sought, usually by the males in the family, in off-farm
employment. This trend began in Hispanic families before World War I
and accelerated at the end of the war in 1918. Works Progress Administration accounts of the 1930s noted, for example, that in Cordova men
came back from the war reluctant to take over the farming that women
had managed while they were gone. Women continued to plant the fields
while men left the community to work at nonagricultural jobs for six to
eight months. The men's incomes went to buy new tin roofs and new
automobiles while the women's subsistence farming provided for basic
family needs. 9
Thus the increasingly small irrigated farms of Hispanic families and
the larger dryland farms of the Anglos both led to a large number of
subsistence farms where women took care of the farms while men sought
off-farm labor for much of the year. By 1920, the homesteading boom
of the first two decades was over and families were already moving to
town. The rural population in New Mexico had increased by 67 percent
in the decade from 1900 to 1910, almost the same percentage as the
urban population, which increased by 70 percent. In the next decade,
the homesteading boom over, rural population increased by only 5 percent. The total number of farms dropped by 16 percent. 10
8. Oral histories of Edna Gholson and Florence Hill in Working Lives of New Mexico
Women Project, Rio Grande Collections, New Mexico State University. Hereafter cited as
WLNMW, NMSU.
9. Lorin W. Brown, Hispanic Folklore of New Mexico: The Lorin W Brown Federal
Writers' Project Manuscripts (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978), 19091.
10. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Farm Population of the
United States (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1926), 210-11. See tables
77,78
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In 1920, farm women lived on less than 30,000 individual farms in
New Mexico. In the previous decade, the amount of land in farms had
doubled and the average size and value increased over 100 percent.
Overall, farms under 20 acres decreased by almost 20 percent, farms
from 10 .to 175 acres decreased by almost 30 percent, farms from 175
to 500 acres by 7 percent. Farms over 500 acres, on the other hand,
increased by 337 percent, from less than 4 percent to over 20 percent.
Almost 50 percent of the farms were 50 to 500 acres, and about 30
percent were under 50 acres. Ownership was still 86 percent but tenancy
more than doubled between 1910 and 1920, and mortgaged farms
increased from 5 to 25 percent. Women owned about 5 percent of owner
farms, ran 2 percent of managed farms, and worked less than 2 percent
of tenant farms. The farms controlled by women were small and poor. 11
In other words, women held few farms singly and small farms operated
in conjunction with husbands were decreasing in number and becoming
more heavily mortgaged.
During the next two decades the number of farms gradually increased again to the 1910 number but the average size increased very
little. Of the 41,000 farms that existed in 1935, almost half of them
reported crop failures and the value of farm lands was lower in 1940
than in 1920. By 1935, half of the operators had off-farm work. As the
depression worsened, fewer farmers hired labor. Only 14 percent of the
farms had hired labor by 1935. Increasingly, the work was done by
family labor, a trend that continued to 1940. Families still labored with
little mechanization. Two percent offarms had tractors in 1920 but twenty
years later only 15 percent of the 34,105 farms had them. 12
By 1940, a 67 percent majority of New Mexico women were still
rural. Almost half of these 84,000 farm women (46 percent) lived on
farms under 50 acres and over three-fifths (65 percent) on farms under
175 acres worth just over $4,000 each. Over a third of the farms were
subsistence farms, producing primarily items that totaled less than $200
per year. Almost two-fifths (39 percent) were semi-subsistence, producing less than $250 for use and sale each year, while almost three-fourths
(73 percent) were living on family farms that produced less than $1,000
worth of products to use or sell. Thus, by 1940 three out of every four
farm women worked on these small family farms where there was virtually
no cash to spend on consumer goods. 13
The gender division of labor on these small New Mexico farms was
11. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of the
United States Taken in the Year 1920 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1922),
Vol VI, Part 3, Agriculture, 199-203.
12. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, United States Census of
Agriculture: 1945 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1946), 1-14.
13. Ibid.
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Gina Allen on the family dairy farm, Las Cruces, ca. 1940s. Courtesy of Rio
Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library.

never strict. While census statistics do not describe the division of labor,
both extension records and oral histories reflect the extensive work
performed by women on the farms of New Mexico. On subsistence
farms, both small Hispanic farms and homesteading farms, women worked
outside most of the year. In the counties of Rio Arriba, Taos, and Santa
Fe, the farm work of women, like men, was heaviest in the summer. They
planted gardens, hoed and weeded, harvested, and then preserved,
usually outside in the yards. In counties where chile was the main cash
crop, they picked and strung, dried and marketed it. In Rio Arriba, for
example, merchants handled over 60,000 strings of chile a year, usually
offering credit. Strings of chiles translated into necessities at the markets.
In 1939, Rio Arriba women produced not only enough food for their
families for all year and bartered chiles, but also sold $2,600 worth of
food, $2,459 worth of eggs, and several hundred dollars worth of handicrafts. '4
Should their fields not produce enough, women picked at neighbors
14. Home Demonstration Agent Fabiola Cabeza de Saca, Annual Report for Rio Arriba
and Santa Fe Counties, 1939, New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts,
State College, Agricultural Extension Service, Annual Reports, National Archives, Microcopy T876, Reel 22. Hereafter cited as NMCAAES.
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on shares, or canned on shares. The Home Demonstration Agent reported from Rio Arriba that women who had poor chile crops helped
neighbors hoe and irrigate, pick and string, in return for enough food
to feed their families. She estimated that labor exchange saved people
at least $200 a year An additional 150 people exchanged food-peaches
for apples, chile for beans and potatoes. At the stores they bartered
chile and eggs for sugar, coffee, citrus fruit, and a few other food luxuries.
In other parts of New Mexico homesteaders did much the same thing.
Edna Gholson remembered working for a neighbor picking tomatoes,
carrots, cucumbers, and green beans, washing them and preparing
them for market in return for vegetables that she stayed up all night
canning. The next morning she would be in the fields picking again. 15
Hispanic women in northern New Mexico also plastered their own
homes in fall and exchanged their labor for cash and in-kind payments.
Women bartered skillfully. In fall, they also helped thresh and took responsibility for hand winnowing. Relatives and neighbors performed this
task cooperatively. Grace Pritchett, who taught at Placitas, boarded in
a household where the mother came to the home of her daughter to
help winnow. They poured the wheat from one pan to another to winnow
it, then washed and spread it on clean tarps to dry. Women kept small
flocks of chickens, and whenever possible, a cow or goat for family milk.
Men were frequently gone at off-farm work in the 1920s. When men
returned, they concentrated mainly on growing fodder crops for animals,
and on growing beans and corn. A surplus of beans might also be
traded at the stores or in specific communities such as Mountainair,
where families went to trade. The cash of the male usually went to
purchase hisnecessi,ties, equipment for the farm, and building supplies.
The woman's income provided food and clothing for the family. Farm
women may have preferred credit at the local market to cash purchase.
Credit, like barter and labor exchange, gave women some control over
the products of their work. Despite the cultural differences of homesteading women, the subsistence economy made their working lives
similar to those of Hispanic women. Men hired out on larger farms for
harvest, worked on the railroads, on road construction, or at any other
day labor they could find. Women remained' on the farms, tending animals, raising vegetables, preserving food, and developing a crop to
provide credit or cash for the necessities of the family.16
Although buttermaking had been a traditional way of bringing in
cash in other regions, women soon found that this was not true in many
15. Ibid., oral history of Edna Gholson, WLNMW, NMSU.
16. Grace Pritchett, The Road Goes This Way and That Way (Sf Paul, New Mexico:
Brawn, 1981), 12-13.
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parts of New Mexico. Stella Hatch, for example, on arriving near Sand
Hills, New Mexico, took a batch of butter to a nearby store, fully expecting
to get the traditional credit. The storekeeper told her they had no market
for butter but he could use lard. "I was shocked," she said, "I had never
heard of anyone not wanting to buy butter." She had just rendered some
lard, however, so she returned with it to get her needed credit. The
experience of Hatch was probably typical of the experiences of other
Anglo women settlers. Most women produced butter and lard for use
but only a few marketed it. Lard had a ready sale as few Hispanic families
raised hogs, but wanted lard for cooking. Lucille Tatreault of Mesilla
Valley remembered selling lard to Hispanic neighbors. 1?
Some women did sell dairy products. When Stella Hatch moved to
the Mesilla Valley, she sold butter there-fifteen to sixteen pounds a
week. Tatreault als6 found a market for butter in Las Cruces. Edna
Gholson remembered selling cream from their dairy near Tucumcari in
the 1920s. Dona Ana had a dairy project in 1921 where four families
sold two pounds of butter a week at seventy-five cents a pound and
made $78 a year. Extension records mention dairying principally as a
male occupation, however. Some girls enrolled in extension clubs to
raise dairy cows in 1921 and the female tradition of dairying must have
lingered on in practice but males received most support for managing
commercial dairies. Extension reports reflect little support for market
production of butter by farm women. 18
Poultry raising more likely occupied women in New Mexico. Here
again, the practice seems to have been regional and shifting. The extension agent in Union, Edith Hurley, for example, reported that in 1921
on her suggestion families had marketed 105,856 dozen eggs and 9,468
chickens for an income of $35,000. Hurley reported "the farm flock a
very profitable part of the farming operation" and that she found "nearly
all of the ladies and many of the men interested in poultry." Florence St.
John marketed eggs in EI Paso from a flock started with 15,000 chicks.
Later she sold eggs to stores and restaurants in Las Cruces. She and
her husband found the income from chickens more steady than that
from cotton, which they also raised. Florence Hill remembered raising
turkeys in Chavez County for the Kansas market. Another farm woman
remembered sending turkeys from Roosevelt County to Los Angeles in
dry ice. She cleared $500 one year. On small farms in Bernalillo County,
women were well known for their expertise in poultry. Mrs. J. G. Gentry
17. Oral histories of Lucille Tatreault and Stella Hatch, WLNMW, NMSU.
18. State Administration Reports, 1921, NMCAAES, Reel 4, reported some cheesemaking but no buttermaking. Dona Ana County, Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Narrative Report, 1921, NMCAAES, Reel 4, reported that women made cheese and butter
for home use only and that dairies exported milk to EI Paso.
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headed the Bernalillo Poultry Association in 1925. Other women appear
in the records as poultry experts. 19
But developing a poultry business was beginning to require a market expertise that farm women had not needed traditionally. Egg merchants in cities were picky. They wanted eggs that kept in warm weather.
This meant eggs could not be fertile so hens had to be kept from roosters.
Purebred chickens, fed with animal feed, culled regularly, and kept in
well-built poultry houses was what extension agents recommended. In
1925, New Mexico imported one-half of the poultry products consumed.
Still, hundreds of New Mexico women did develop poultry businesses.
The high cost of feed during the drought of the 1930s seems to have
driven many of these small poultry keepers out of business. By 1936,
70 percent of eggs used in the counties of Bernalillo and Valencia were
shipped in from outside the county. By 1939, the town of Santa Fe was
importing most of its eggs from Kansas City. Yet credit at markets for
chickens and eggs as well as the bartering of eggs with neighbors
persisted through the period. 20
In the north, Hispanic women relied on chile as their main cash and .
credit crop. As urban areas developed, rural women found a ready
market for red chile. They picked and strung chile, then hung it on the
walls of their adobes to dry. A crop was often estimated by the number
of strings produced. Relatives and neighbors gathered at harvest time
to work at stringing ristras. Merchants accepted strings for credit at their
stores. One could buy almost anything with a ristra. Women also ground
chile, which stores then marketed. When the Farm Security Administration estimated income for loans, they carefully noted the number· of
"strings" of chile produced the year before, along with beans, corn, and
wheat. 21
In northern New Mexico, there was also a revival of handcrafts for
sale, a movement in which farm women participated. Indians had been
creating handcrafts for tourists since the late nineteenth century. The
Spanish colonial handcraft revival dated from the early twentieth century.
Wood and tin work, and textiles were the main handcrafts revived. Women
participated most frequently in the textile revival. 22
19. Ibid. Union County did not turn out to be a major poultry region, however. By
1924, farm families were producing only for home use. Union County, County Agent Annual
Report, 1924 and Bernalillo County, County Agent Annual Report, 1925, NMCAAES, Reel
7. Oral histories of Florence St. John, Lucille Tatreault, Florence Hill, WLNMW, NMSU.
20. State Administration Reports, 1925, Poultry, and Bernalillo, Annual Report, Home
Demonstration Agent, 1935, Santa Fe County Annual Report, 1935, Reel 17, and Santa
Fe, Annual Report, Home Demonstration Agent, 1939, NMCAAES, Reel 22.
21. Farm Security Administration, Rehabilitation Loan Application, Record Group 96,
National Archives.
22. Sarah Nestor, The Native Market of the Spanish New Mexican Craftsmen: Santa
Fe, 1933-1940 (Santa Fe: Colonial New Mexico Historical Foundation, 1978),3-4.
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Extension agents kept careful records of the value and amount of
handcrafts sold by Hispanic families, for they saw the artisan's work as
a way to supplement subsistence on small farms in the heavily populated
northern counties. Unfortunately, this handcraft market was geared to
tourism for the most part rather than to mass urban consumption. It also
usually depended on local marketing. When tourists did not tour, as
extension agent Felix Armijo reported from Rio Arriba in 1939, many
people could not sell their wares. 23
Families in several northern villages were successful in supplementing their income by selling handcrafts. In one of these villages,
Chimayo, east of Espanola, families had long depended upon income
from male migration to work in sheep camps, lumber mills, mines, smelters, and railroads, as well as from weaving. This weaving dated back
to the nineteenth century and Chimayo blankets had gained income and
fame for the community. In the 1920s, women from Chimayo took the
weaving skills to Cundiyo, about twenty-six miles north of Santa Fe. There
more than half of the families were weaving blankets by the 1930s. But
neither at Chimayo nor Cundiyo could the expert weavers bring in enough
money to provide a sufficient income for families. Most also depended
on tourists who came to their villages. When no tourists came, their
income shrank. 24
For villages that could not depend on tourists, the Santa Fe artisan's
market was of some assistance. From 1934 to 1940, a group of Santa
Fe philanthropists established what they called the Native Market to
provide an outlet for artisans. Curio stores and a few factories that
featured Spanish colonial crafts were flourishing by the early 1920s, and
a revival of Spanish New Mexican folklore, architecture, and crafts was
in full swing. Author Mary Austin and artist Frank Applegate founded the
Spanish Colonial Arts Society in 1925. Concha Ortiz y Pino established
the Colonial Hispanic Crafts School at Galisteo in 1929. The Normal
School at El Rito began offering craft classes in 1930 and Santa Fe
schools under supervisor Nina Otero Warren soon began offering similar
courses. The federal government added its support and funding for
vocational training in the arts. For urban Anglos and artists, the arts
revival was tinged with a romantic conservatism about preserving the
"native" past. For farm families, it was a way of modernizing to survive
agricultural hard times. 25
In 1934 a wealthy Anglo, Leonora Curtin, subsidized the opening
of the Native Market, an outlet for only the best quality crafts. The market
23.
24.
in Farm
25.

Annual Report, Rio Arriba, Felix Armijo, 1939, NMCAAES, Reel 22.
Descriptions of weaving and economic conditions at Chimayo and Cundiyo are
Security Administration, RG 96, National Archives.
Nestor, Native Market, 11-20.
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was an important outlet for yarn, weaving, and colcha, traditional wool
embroidery that many northern Hispanic women still loved to produce.
In the early 1930s, Santa Fe already had a sizeable Anglo artists' community. By 1936, Santa Fe had been "discovered" by the eastern artistic
elite. That year Vogue magazine carried an article on the Native Market,
but the market nevertheless operated at a loss. Rural people found it
difficult to use hand skills to compete in an industrial economy. When
federally subsidized programs like the WPA and the National Youth
Administration offered rural people reasonable wage rates, most quickly
abandoned the poorly paying craft work. Women found fewer opportunities in federal work and thus continued to combine crafts with their
subsistence farming longer than males. When they had opportunities,
young women also moved to the city to obtain better paying jobs. 26 .
Still, like canning, handcrafts helped rural families to survive the
deepest trough of the depression. A report of Rio Arriba agriculture
extension agent Armijo showed that, even with a decline in tourism,
women and men produced and sold $5,700 worth of weavings in 1929.
Santa Fe women continued to provide the main outlet for rural handcrafts.
They organized craft fiestas and the women's exchange market, as well
as the Native Market. 27
Produce markets as well as craft markets underwent a revival in
the 1930s. In the 1920s, children usually had the task of selling surplus
garden produce by the roadside. Fruit or vegetables piled in old cans,
and a farm child, were the main ingredients in this marketing of surplus.
As automobiles became more popular in the 1930s, urban dwellers often
combined inexpensive touring with food purchases. The number of automobiles, even on farms, increased rapidly in New Mexico in the 1920s
and 1930s. To a people frustrated by long distances, the automobile
seemed a necessity. The number of automobiles on farms more than
doubled between 1920 and 1940, from 6,018 to 15,731. Farmers could
now more easily bring produce to town while townspeople could also
more easily fetch their own country produce. Rural people took advantage of both. 28
Roadside stalls became a common sight in the 1930s, replacing
the child and pail. Farm families built attractive stalls, and women began
to organize and staff them. Bernalillo County was developing roadside
markets by 1930. That same year extension agent Armijo reported from
Rio Arriba that farm families had sold $3,000 worth of farm products
26. Ibid., 31-32
27. Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Report, 1939, Santa Fe and Rio Arriba,
NMCAAES, Reel 23.
28. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, United States Census of
Agriculture: 1945, Vol. 1, Part 30, 4.
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during the last season at roadside markets. This was an important source
of additional cash. In Bernalillo County, farmers also brought their produce in to Albuquerque where they established a farmer's market in
1939. There the extension agent helped raise money and organize the
market. Farmers near Albuquerque began to increase their truck farming
with a ready market for their produce. 29
For rural people to survive economically this market production had
to be combined with subsistence farming and the cash brought in by
males either from off-farm work or the raising and selling of animals and
field crops. The records kept by the Farm Rehabilitation agents provide
some idea of the rural economy in northern New Mexico in the late
1930s. The federal agents made most loans to Hispanic farm families
who owned only a few acres although farm families with larger acreage
were also eligible. By 1940, work for wages, most of it off-farm work,
was bringing in almost 50 percent of the income of these families. Grants
from the federal and state governments were bringing in another third;
income from produce and livestock accounted for about one-fourth. Of
the off-farm income, mining was by far the most profitable for the families,
but income from daughters who taught school was the second most
profitable. Teaching brought in more money than any of the male occupations, including sheepherding. To have a farm daug~ter who taught
was to have a substantial income in times when farm products could
supply little to families. 3D
While subsistence farming doomed families to a minimal economic
level, it nonetheless provided security. Through it, families could hold
onto the small acreage they still owned. This was particularly true in the
1920s when men brought in cash from other work. This reliance on
subsistence farming and commitment to it was one of the factors that
deeply separated thousands of Hispanic farm families and the Anglo
experts who most often staffed the extension offices. Time and again,
Anglo agents would report that Hispanic families seemed unwilling to
change, rooted in traditional ways, sometimes appearing almost inexplicably opposed to sound and reasonable concepts of commercial agriculture 31
The conflict over the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District was
the most visible and violent confrontation between traditional and modern values in which farm women were involved. Almost as soon as
29. Bernalillo County, Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Report, 1930, 1935,
NMCAAES, Reels 12, 17.
30. Joan M. Jensen, "Farm Families Organize Their Work: New Mexico, 1900-1940,"
paper presented at the New Mexico Family and Community Conference, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, July 15, 1983.
31. Comments were frequent from some Anglo agents. See, for example, StateAdministration, Reports, 1921, and Bernalillo, Annual Report, 1935, NMCAAES, Reels 4, 17.
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extension agents went into Valencia County in 1914 and saw the conditions that existed on the irrigated farms there, they dreamed of reclamation. Deforestation in the north in the first two decades of the century
had caused silting of the river. Intensive irrigation had resulted in waterlogged acres. By 1920, agricultural agents estimated that 60,000
acres of land in four counties were unusable. It seemed logical and
progressive to support schemes for a conservancy district that would
develop productive, commercially viable farms. 32
Urban businessmen apparently saw the plan as one from which
they could profit as bond holders of the money that would be raised to
finance the project. Farmers owning land benefiting from the project
would be taxed to pay for the capital and interest. Farmers would increase their productivity and their income and thus be able to pay
increased taxes. Everyone would be happy.33 Unfortunately, no one consulted with the farm families who were to benefit by the scheme. The
state legislature accepted petitions to establish the project from Albuquerque businessmen outside the farming areas, set up a conservancy
district with the legal right to tax, and approved the sale of bonds. 34
By the time engineers had their machinery in place to lay down
drainage culverts, angry farmers had organized. They stopped the engineers, tore up the culverts, disarmed the attorney general, and kicked
and pushed the directors of the project when they arrived at the confrontation. Officials called for the national guard and Governor Richard
Dillon quelled the uprising by' arranging for a moratorium on payment
of taxes. Farms over twenty acres would have three years and farms
under five acres would have five years before beginning tax payments
for the improvements. By that time, they could have increased production to pay taxes levied on their farm land. The project went forward
despite extreme hostility from the farm families. An Anglo extension agent
who had enthusiastically supported the project found farmers hostile to
him. "The situation even got so bad, that many farmers when visited by
the County Agent, were not even friendly, sometimes very bitter and
unfriendly, and at times refused to talk or have any business with the
County Agent," R. S. Conroy reported from Valencia County in 1930. His
work absolutely at a standstill, he soon left the county35
32. Valencia, Annual Report, County Agent, R. S. Conroy, 1930, NMCAAES, Reel 12;
Brian McDonald, John Tysseling, Michael Browde, and Lee Brown, Case Studies in the
Development of New Mexico Water Resources Institutions: The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and Urban Water Pricing (New Mexico Water Resources Research Institute, Technical Competition Report, Project N. 1345640, 1981), 10.
33. Ibid., 13-14.
34. Ibid.
35. Valencia County Agent, Annual Report, 1930, NMCAAES, Reel 12; Calkins, "Reconnaissance," 58. Conroy was gone from Valencia County by 1935.
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After the moratorium expired in 1934, the farmers refused to pay.
Although few foreclosures occurred, much land changed hands. The
state dared not move to foreclose lest they encourage open warfare.
But many farmers grew discouraged and sold out. Between 1934 and
1936, Anglo ownership of land in the conservancy district rose by 7
percent. As one report concluded, Hispanic farmers would soon disappear and be replaced by Anglo commercial farmers. 36
A similar dispossession of Hispanic farm families had already taken
place in the Mesilla Valley as a result of the building of the Elephant
Butte Dam. There Hispanic men and women .became the laborers for
new cotton farms in the 1920s. The change had taken place with little
overt conflict, however, a condition that led state officials to believe that
similar changes could be effected in the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District. Despite the opposition of the Valencia farmers, this second
dispossession took place. The refusal of many farmers to pay back taxes
simply led to a federal assumption of state obligations. Federal funds
eventually rescued the project financially and allowed its completion. 37
In the north, similar antagonism might have flared under the crushing impact of drought and depression. In these counties, however, Hispanic farmers had firm political control and there were no conservancy
plans. County commissioners appropriated money for extension agents
with the proviso they be Hispanic. In Rio Arriba County, Fabiola Cabeza
de Baca arrived in 1929 to began a successful decade of work among
Hispanic women, and agent Armijo found Hispanic families willing to
work with him on changes. Both de Baca and Armijo reported good
relations with the farmers, and a willingness on the part of Hispanics to
experiment. Both exhibited understanding of how to work with these
families. Armijo reported after de Saca's first year that her work had
influenced the whole community favorably, men as well as women, and
made his work much more successful. 38
De Baca was thirty-five when she arrived in Rio Arriba County as
county extension agent. Born in Las Vegas, New Mexico, her mother
died when she was five, and she went to live on her grandparents'
hacienda, some miles from Las Vegas. Then she studied with the Sisters
of Loretto and began teaching in a small rural school. She spent some
time in Spain, some time on her grandparents' ranch, and then returned
to school to receive her degree in Home Economics from the agricultural
college in Las Cruces. After training ten weeks in San Miguel County,
she began work in August 1939. For the next ten years, she sent lengthy
36 Ibid.
37. McDonald, et al., Case Studies, 43-47.
38. Rio Arriba County, Narrative Report, Extension Agent, F A. Armijo, 1930, NMCAAES,
Reel 12.
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reports back to headquarters in Las Cruces describing her work with
Hispanic women-a unique record of the lives of rural women. 39
De 8aca's reports on her work in Rio Arriba and Santa Fe counties
are important both for what they tell us about the women and for what
they document about the effectiveness of Hispanic agents in working
in predominantly Hispanic communities. They also indicate the importance of work with women for the success of the extension program as
a whole. De Baca concentrated on food because that seemed most
important to the families and to the survival of their subsistence farms.
De Baca gave demonstrations in women's homes, organized youth clubs,
located club leaders among teachers and mission workers, organized
clubs for adult women, and began a home economics column in the
newspaper EI Nuevo Mexicano that featured translations of recipes.
Before long, she had helped Dixon women organize their own club house
and helped county health officials start two clinics. 40
De Baca's work accomplished the changes the extension service
wished without creating tension and hostility. The women provided support for the changes men wished to make .because they understood
how their own work could change to benefit themselves and their families. When the depression of 1932-33 and drought of 1933-34 nearly
decimated northern farm communities,' the work of de Baca bore fruit.
The drought hit farm families before there were federal programs.
The state responded as best it could. In Rio Arriba and Santa Fe counties,
field crops failed and there was not enough fodder for animals. Many
weakened animals could not survive the second year of the drought,
and by that second year families were in danger not just of losing animals'
but of starvation itself. By this time, extension agents had already started
counseling families to concentrate their energies on family gardens. They
helped provide seeds. De Baca expanded and intensified her training
in canning both vegetables and meat. When the federal government
finally arrived with its program to purchase cattle; families were ready
to butcher and can the healthiest of the starving animals.
No Rio Arriba families had pressure cookers when de Baca arrived
in 1929, and only a few had them in Santa Fe and Taos. By 1935, thousands of pressure cookers existed in Rio Arriba, Santa Fe, and Taos
counties. Families bought them cooperatively and shared them. Men
put their cash earnings toward buying these tools for women. In 1935,
extension agent J. W. Ramirez reported that the previous year. "would
have been one of the worst calamities ever experienced had it not.been
for timely financial aid from the Agricultural Drought Service and the
39. Oral history of Fabiola Cabeza de Saca Gilbert, NMSU.
40. Rio Arriba and Santa Fe Counties. Home Demonstration Work, 1930, Fabiola
Cabeza de Saca. NMCAAES. Reel 12.
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food preservation program."Taos and Santa Fe county families survived
for the same reasons. Better than 90 percent of the farm families there
preserved enough food for the following year. Prodigious canning on
subsistence farms allowed the rural population to remain on the land
and to feed itself during one of the severest droughts and depressions
in New Mexico history. The survival of Rio Arriba, Santa Fe, and Taos
farm families during these years was the best example of how state and
federal agencies working in concert with, instead of against, the wishes
of a rural community, could provide crucial services. 41
Pressure cookers, which spread so quickly through Rio Arriba, Santa
Fe, and Taos counties in the early 1930s, are perhaps the best material
objects with which to trace the transfer of technology to farm women
during the 1920s and 1930s. Pressure cookers became a necessary
tool for most farm women, and one they most commonly purchased and
used. Other types of household technology-washers, irons, refrigerators-had to wait electrification that reached rural families slowly and
unevenly. Of technological systems desired by rural women, water was
the most important. Sewing machines were too expensive for many
families during the 1920s. Pressure cookers, water systems, and sewing
machines, however, are the three technologies that best reflect changes
in farm women's physical lives during these years. 42
Pressure cookers were just being introduced in the wealthier farm
families at the end of World War I. The pressure cooker was a considerable time saver for women who needed to can, for it greatly reduced
the time required to process canned vegetables, according to one account from five hours to eighty minutes. It also offered greater insurance
that the processed vegetables would be safe when canned in home
kitchens. The extension service published bulletins that explained use
of pressure cookers in English in 1925 and in Spanish in 1931 43
The problem for most farm women was not unwillingness to use
new technology but inability to accumulate the cash to purchase it.
Pressure cookers sold for $18 in 1921, an amount of money that women
seldom spent on household tools. Dona Ana County, where there were
many wealthier farmers and a great deal of educational work by the
41. Santa Fe County, Annual Report, 1935, J. W. Ramirez, Taos County, Annual Report,
1935, NMCAAES, Reel 17.
42. Rio Arriba and Santa Fe Counties, Home Demonstration Work, 1929, Fabiola
Cabeza de 8aca, Santa Fe County, Home Demonstration Work, Fabiola Cabeza de 8aca,
1930, NMCAAES, Reel 12. Report of Home Demonstration Agent Work in New Mexico for
the year ending November 30, 1921, Mary 8. Richardson, NMCAAES, Reel 4.
43. Ibid., Dona Ana County, Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Report, 1939,
NMCAAES, Reel 22. Grace 8. Luna, Canning Club Work (Extension Circular 83, March
1925) and Fabiola Cabeza de 8aca, Boletin de Conservar (Extension Circular 106, May
1931).
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college extension agents, led the way in cooperative purchase of pressure cookers. In 1921, agents reported the importance of acquiring
cookers in Doria Ana, and arranged to purchase them in quantities for
$13.50 each. At least 265 women bought them that year. So many women
now owned them, reported the agent, that demonstrations were no longer
needed. By 1939, the agent reported that almost all farm families had
them. Thereafter, pressure cookers were seldom discussed in reports
from Dona Ana County.44
Cooperative canning provided a solution for many farm women who
could not afford their own pressure cookers. Agents helped set up community canneries. Maud Doty helped set up a successful community
cannery in Bernalillo County in 1925 where women installed steam canning equipment with a 500 quart a day capacity and tinned everything
from peaches to whole beef. During 1934, the federal government set
up a canning project in Taos County to provide work for community
women. That year women canned over 12,000 cans for the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration to distribute to needy families in addition to cans for their own home use. Agents estimated women filled
43,000 number two tin cans in the first eleven weeks.of operation and
eventually 110,000 cans and jars. The Resettlement Administration also
budgeted money in Bernalillo County in 1935 to purchase canning equipment for many women who had never canned before. In Rio Arriba
County, federal funds helped women buy jars and pressure cookers.
There .women preserved food in over 46,000 containers in 1939.
Canning then, even for women who could not afford their own pressure cookers, was the main technological change for rural women in
New Mexico during these years. While urban women were acquiring
indoor plumbing, electricity, and such appliances as irons, these rural
women were still devoting their time and acquiring technology to preserve food. While most farm women in New Mexico had pressure cookers
by the end of the 1930s, few yet had electric irons, because as late as
1945 only one-third had electricity. Urban women, meanwhile, were using electric irons and buying most of their food in cans. 45
Water systems were more costly to acquire and much more rare
than food preservation tools during this period. The Doria Ana County
44. Bernalillo County, Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Report, 1925 and 1935,
Reels 7, 17; Taos County, Annual Report, 1934, Reel 16, NMCAAES.
45. Some women in eastern New Mexico and perhaps elsewhere did have access
by 1929 to gas irons. Joan M. Jensen and Mary Johnson, "What's in a Butter Churn?
Objects and Women's Oral History," Frontiers, 7 (Fall 1983). Bernalillo County reported
two gasoline systems for irons in 1921, Bernalillo County, Home Demonstration Agent,
Narrative Report, 1921, Reel 4, and 25 houses with electricity in 1925, Home Demonstration, Annual Report, 1925, Reel 7, NMCAAES.
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home demonstration agent reported proudly in 1921 that she was helping a ranch family to install an entire demonstration bathroom. The cost
for supplies alone was $120, a sum that few but the wealthiest could
afford. In Curry County, the home demonstration agent reported the
importance of a kitchen water supply for her farm women and the industriousness of one woman in acquiring a system, Here, too, even with
labor supplied by the family, the system cost the woman $90 for the
tank and water pipes. Most farm women still carried their own water as
they recalled in oral histories. For those fortunate few who got even
partial running water, the saving in time and effort was impressive. The
home demonstration agent who reported on the Curry County system
noted that the farm woman had previously walked an estimated 260
miles a year bringing water from the well to her kitchen, Of almost 30,000
New Mexico farms in 1945, only 28 percent had running water. That
meant 72 percent of all farm women still carried their water. 46
Sewing machines were less expensive than water systems and less
dependent upon males for installation, although women might remain
dependent upon men for repairs. Clothing construction remained one
of the most gender-defined of all farm tasks. Young men never joined
clothing clubs although they were most popular among young women.
Yet, the use of clothing construction equipment that cost money made
little headway because farm women felt they could not spend money
on clothing. The home demonstration agent in Taos County reported that
women there "found it difficult to get even the price of a commercial
pattern," then selling for a few cents: When hat making became popular
in the early 1920s, and times were good in Union County, women there
were able to order wire hat frames from the dime store for ten to thirtyfive cents and delightedly made summer hats from dried corn shucks.
Even before the, depression deepened in the 1930s, demonstration agents
reported that neither girls nor women could afford to purchase sewing
supplies in counties like Otero, for "the people have hardly had enough
to eat." Flour sacks were a necessity for sewing projects. Remodeling
and maintaining older clothing became the focus of much of the women's
attention, Two hundred Dona Ana County women reported making an
average of two garments and remodeling ten during 1921. They pooled
their scraps in a "community bag. "47
46. This cost included a hot water tank, bath tub and sink. pipe and drain boards.
State Administration reports, 1921, Reel 4. NMCAAES, Bernalillo Ccunty reported one
power washing machine that year, Quote from Joan M, Jensen, "Recovering Her Story:
Learning the History of Farm Women," Paper presented at the National Extension Homemakers Ccnference, Laramie, Wyoming, August 3, 1983, Oral history of Nina Griffin, Mesilla
Valley, reported having to carry water a half a block on their farm, WLNMW, NMSU,
47, State Adminstration Reports,1921, Reel 4; Narrative Report of Mrs, Edith Hurley,
Home Demonstration Agent, Union Ccunty, 1921, Reel 4; State Administration Reports,
1925, Reel 7,
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No easily obtainable statistics exist for sewing machine purchases
in New· Mexico. Non-electric sewing machines sold for anywhere from
thirty to eighty dollars in 1930 mail order catalogs. Farm families frequently ordered from these catalogs because towns were so widely
dispersed and roads still largely unimproved. In fact, home sewing became a necessity even for women who had never sewed previously,
because mail order clothes were unsatisfactory and towns so difficult
to get to. Most farm women sewed their own clothes but even footpowered treadle machines were not common. The operation of sewing
machine clinics in Doria Ana County in 1921, and a record of 292 home
repairs there, indicates that middle-class ·farm women in some counties
had sewing machines. But these clinics did not appear in the north until
late in the 1930s. In 1939, San Miguel County women had few sewing
machines and only one girl could afford to purchase material for a sewing
project. By the late 1930s, however, young girls were showing a much
greater interest in sewing, perhaps because so many were considering
moving to urban areas to find work. 48
Rather interestingly, creative hand work does not show up in most
communities. Agents trained in home economics tended to discourage
creative work of this sort because they felt farm women needed to
concentrate on practical skills. Still the impulse to create beautiful and
not necessarily functional items existed among some farm communities.
De Baca mentioned the large number of Hispanic women who enjoyed
doing colcha embroidery and other needlework during the three months
a year they did not work outdoors. She wished the extension service
had listed it as a project so that clubs could work on it. Here was a
missed chance to combine the creative interests of women with support
for a marketable product. An agent visiting the isolated village of Pilar
in Taos County in 1921 mentioned seeing "oceans of crocheting and
other fancy work" in the homes of Hispanic women she visited. Quilts
do not show up in records of the counties selected for this study except
in Union County in 1935 when the agent reported club women making
115 quilts. Where a quilt tradition existed, it probably came in with the
homesteaders from Oklahoma and Texas. But women there were such
hard working pioneers that they may not have had time to sew quilts,
at least not the magnificent quilts that older women produced later when
freed from incessant work and absorbing poverty49
48. Dona Ana County, Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Narrative Report, 1921,
Reel 4, Annual Report, Child Development and Parent Education, 1939, Reel 22, NMCAAES.
Sewing machine prices from Sears, Roebuck and Company, Spring and Summertime
Catalog (1930)
49. Second Annual Report for Year Ending June 30, 1916. Reel 1, NMCAAES contains
early disparagement of "fancy work." Rio Arriba and Santa Fe Counties, Home Demonstration Work, Fabiola Cabeza de Saca, 1939, Reel 12, State Administration Reports, 1921,
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Technology benefited a few women during these decades but organizing probably helped them more. To facilitate their work in reaching
women, agents encouraged women to form clubs to decide whatthey
needed. These clubs benefited poor women and women of different
ethnic groups to the extent that agents oriented their work to the needs
of these women. As such, the clubs provided an important forum for
farm women. They met, exchanged joys and laments, and received
support from each other in these clubs.
.
Organizing was not always dependent on agents. In counties like
Union, for example, older farm organizations with hundreds of men and
women members were in existence when agents arrived. Home demonstration agent Edith Hurley reported 250 Farm Bureau members in
,1921 with "the ladies ... as much, or more interested in all lines of work
as the men." Two women and three men assumed leadership in organizing the Farm Bureau there and it flourished in the eastern part of the
county. In some areas agents skillfully pulled farm women together into
organizations, where they found new strength together. Sometimes club
women, like Bernalillo County club women in 1921, used their organizational strength politically to maintain county financial support for home
demonstration agents. The state narrative for Bernalillo County read:
"There was some doubt about the work's being continued in Bernalillo
County for the coming year, and a great deal of pressure was brought
to bear on the commissioners by the women of the county, and some
of the men, as well as the Director of Extension .... The rural women
are working to save the work." In Union County, on the other hand, the
agent reported, "the new County Commissioners have the reduction
mania and there is some danger of the work being cut out. The women
are making every effort to hold it." Women there failed to convince male
county commissioners to fund a female home demonstration agent even
though they continued to fund a male agricultural extension agent. 50
Some clubs welcomed agents; some operated successfully, aloof
and separate; some crumbled without the agent's support. The two
May Report, Reel 4, Union County, Home Demonstration Agent, M. Kathryn Woodbridge,
1935, Reel 17, NMCAAES Patricia Cooper and Norma Bradley Buferd, The Quitters:
Women and Domestic Art (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1977).
50. Union County, Narrative Report of Mrs. Edith F. Hurley, Home Demonstration
Agent, 1921, Reel 4, NMCAAES. "History of Extension Work in Union County, 1916-..1939,"
in Union County, Annual Report, 1939, reported 500 members organized in a society of
"farmer's equity," when the agent arrived in 1916. Whether this was populist or socialist
is not clear but members assisted the agent. A Farmers and Stockmen Bureau was
organized in 1916 and grew rapidly. The Farm Bureau was apparently organized about
the same time. Edith Hurley was not retained after 1921 and Union County had no Home
Demonstration Agent from 1928 to 1933 State Administration Reports, 1921, Bernalillo
Narrative Report, Reel 4, NMCAAES.
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Two women on their homestead, San Agustin Plains, 1939. Courtesy of Rio
Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library.

decades saw impressive organizing among women, By the end of the
Depression large numbers of rural women in New Mexico were not only
organized for the first time but also organized more effectively than many
urban women. Women organized in Farm Bureau clubs. in rural women's
clubs. and in extension clubs. Each offered rural women important experience.
Farm Bureau women were among the first to organize, The Dona
Ana Farm Bureau was one of the largest and strongest units in the state
and women in that county were probably the best organized. Farm
Bureau membership was by family but members soon learned that the
gender division of labor and special gender concerns of women made
it more comfortable for them to meet separately. The disadvantage of
separate groups was that it segregated women from meetings where
important farming skills were learned and shared by men. The advantage
was that separate locals gave women space and time to be by themselves to discuss their needs away from the men. Farm Bureau women
in Dona Ana County formed women's locals in every community. They
discussed and planned their projects. and told agents what they wanted
of them. They provided a strong supp<;>rt network for almost 300 members
by 1925. Women helped raise money to establish a "Rest Room" for
farm women in the Temple of Agriculture. furnished it, and used it in turn
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to raise money for other projects. Dona Ana Farm Bureau members
provided experience for community leadership and needed service for
women.
The main criticism that can be made is that the Farm Bureau apparently did not extend its base deeply into the poorer Anglo or Hispanic
farming communities. Farm Bureau members remained composed primarily of Anglo women from medium-sized farms. Their organization
gave these average farm families important leverage in the community.
Nina Griffin later remarked that farm women were better organized than
Las Cruces women in the 1930s. Moreover, when federal programs
promised assistance to communities to modernize, these rural women
led the way. Griffin remembered wanting paved roads arid working with
other farm women to raise money to pay for materials when the Works
Progress Administration offered free labor. 51
.
Elsewhere, Farm Bureau organizations seemed to rise and fall. For
a while, Valencia County boasted the only Farm Bureau in central New
Mexico. Then during the conservancy conflict, it disintegrated. The agent
there, who had begun to organize the Farm Bureau, soon found that he
was doing all the work. Farm families simply refused to cooperate and
the agent let it fold. Union County had a flourishing Farm Bureau for a
few years. By 1934, however, that county's Farm Bureau was also gone.
In other areas, Farm Bureaus were never formed. Men formed marketing
associations for themselves, such as the Bean Growers Association, that
left women out; or farmers remained unorganized. 52
Where no Farm Bureau existed, women organized rural women's
clubs. These clubs apparently never federated. One club once affiliated
with the State Federation of Women's Clubs, but the agent sadly noted
that they were moving away from home economics. Most simply had
an independent club that rose and fell with the fortunes and interests
of community women. These clubs took names that reflected the attitudes of their communities: the Bluewater Food Club in Valencia County,
Volcanic Canning Club of Union County, the Miercoles Club in Bernalillo
County. The clubs usually concentrated on family and community affairs,
and left few records but those by extension agents. Extension agents
worked with these clubs, asking them to make plans for projects and
to decide what information they needed from agents. Agents did demonstrations, showed films, suggested new projects, and acted as outside
catalysts.
51. Dona Ana County. Home Demonstration Agent. Annual Report, Sara Van Vleck.
1925, Reel 7; Dona Ana County, Home Demonstration Agent, Annual Report, 1921. Reel
4, NMCAAES. Oral history of Nina Griffin, Mesilla Valley, WLNMW, NMSU.
52 Valencia, County Agent, Annual Report, 1929 Reel 11, 1930, Reel 12; Union,
Esther B Call Report, 1934, Reel 16, NMCAAES
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Eventually agents began to organize women into Extension Clubs
that could function throughout the county. Taos had 500 members in
twenty-three of these clubs by 1935. In these clubs, although the agents
assumed more responsibility, they attempted to have farm women do
most of the organizing. De Baca was especially successful in organizing
Rio Arriba County women who had little experience with formal community organizing. She wrote in one report: "Outside of dances, Church
festivals, and weddings, they never get together for social activities."
But the women responded to her organizing activities. "It has been a
change in their lives to get together once a month regularly," de Baca
wrote. "They may not have accomplished very much materially, but they
have gained much spiritually. It has started them to think alOng the social
side of life."When one woman pleaded being too busy, another retorted:
"If we have an excuse to leave our work for one day a month, we ought
to take advantage of it even if it is only to get away from the work." For
these women it was a rest, as one said, "from the daily routine of house
and outdoor work. "53
Whatever the club, farm women joined most often when clubs gave
them new skills and encouraged them to share their own. Clubs provided
important psychological support as well. One Colfax County farm woman
recalled later joining a homemakers club after having a nervous breakdown, Other women remembered grabbing up small children and escaping to meetings where they simply enjoyed each other's company,
laughing, joking, and swapping experiences. "I just picked up my baby
and went," recalled Frances Mathews of Colfax County. 54
As social organizations rather than economic organizations, clubs
could do little to change the patterns that were making it increasingly
difficult for subsistence farms to survive. Hispanic women in many counties were already moving off farms and into urban neighborhoods. Or
they were continuing to live in villages but increasingly dependent on
off-farm work. For these women, the clubs had little to offer.
Still, with the help of agencies and agents, their own hard work and
resilient spirits, many women did survive as farmers and kept their families together on the land through hard times. Looking back on that
experience, some things seemed particularly fortunate to the survivors.
The fact that most families suffered about equally, that they usually could
get enough food, that their children respected the hard work of the
parents and understood that the work the family performed together was
necessary for survival were among those mentioned later in oral histories. Women worked hard but they took pride in their work, whether in
53. Home Demonstration Work Carried Out in Rio Arriba and Santa Fe Counties, 1930,
Reel 12, Santa Fe, Home Demonstration Work, 1935, Reel, 17, NMCAAES.
54. Jensen, "Recovering Her Story."
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field or farm house. "Yes, I was busy," recalled sharecropper Ellen Grubbs
Reaves. "And if you think I didn't work, you just wasn't there," exclaimed
Edna Gholson when she remembered her hard work boarding highway
workers to feed her family and pay debts. But perhaps Nona Berry
captured the positive feelings that farm women must have often felt,
after they had worked long and hard at tasks they could perform skillfully,
when she asked, "Did you ever take a fine baking of bread out of the
oven and felt like you had done real well?"55
During these decades women's work on the farm was essential and
crucial for the survival of farm families. Told from documents and from
their own oral remembrances, women's history gives a fuller picture than
what has been traditionally termed agricultural history. It is proof that
agricultural history must give way to a true rural history in which women
and men are represented in the full context of their lives on the land.

55. Oral histories of Ellen Grubbs Reaves and Edna Gholson, WLNMW, NMSU; Jensen, "Recovering Her Story."

The New Mexico Archives in 1827
DAVID J. WEBER

Historians and attorneys who have tried to unravel the legal history of
New Mexico in the tangled Mexican period have often wondered about
the extent to which local judges had access to laws and government
directives. Although there were no trained attorneys in New Mexico and
the lack of a court of appeals hindered the administration of justice,
legal decisions suggest that the isolated and untrained frontier judges
had ready access to laws and knew how to apply them.' A recently
discovered document supports this point of view and also offers us the
first clear look at the manner in which the Spanish and Mexican archives
in Santa Fe were organized.
When Antonio Narbona was relieved of the governorship of New
Mexico in the spring of 1827, he prepared an inventory of the provincial
archives for his successor, Manuel Armijo. On May 21, 1827, Narbona
transferred control of the archives, together with his inventory, to Armijo.
He, in turn, sent a copy of the inventory, dated Santa Fe, May 30, 1827,
to the Ministro de Relaciones Interiores y Exteriores in Mexico City. The
David J. Weber is professor of history in Southern Methodist University and chair of
the history department. His latest book, Richard Kern: Expeditionary Artist in the Far
\ Southwest 1848-1853, was published last year by the University of New Mexico Press.
1. See Malcolm Ebright, "Manuel Martinez's Ditch Dispute: A Study in Mexican Period
Custom and Justice," New Mexico Historical Review, 54 (January 1979), 21-34; David J.
Weber, The Mexican Frontier, 1821-1846: The American Southwest Under Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982),37-40.
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original has been lost, but the copy has remained in archives in Mexico
City until the present day.2
Prior to the discovery of this inventory, the best description of the
New Mexico archives of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was the guide that Donaciano Vigil prepared in 1849-1851 a Vigil
listed individual documents, in what was designed to be an index rather
than a simple inventory. In the process of creating this index, however,
Vigil and his assistants radically rearranged the archives. They removed
documents having to do with lands and land grants, and listed those
separately.4They also reorganized the remaining 9,938 documents, filing
them in rough chronological order. Vigil's index is of considerable value,
but in the process of making it he and his associates destroyed the
structure of the archives. One could no longer tell how the Spanish and
Mexican archives had been arranged when they served as a working
archive for bureaucrats. Thus, Henry Beers' contention that the Vigil index
is of value "in showing the composition of the Spanish archives before
they were divided between the secretary's office and the surveyor general's office," seems to be in error. 5
A much clearer picture can be gained from studying the longforgotten 1827 inventory. This document reveals the structure of the
archives as government officials knew and used them-before the archives became a repository for historians and attorneys in the American
period.
In 1827 the New Mexico archives were arranged in a complicated
but logical manner that made them accessible to officials who needed
2. Today, the document is in theArchivo General de la Naci6n, Ramo de Gobernaci6n,
Secci6n 2.a, 1827-30(1)[1].
3. Donaciano Vigil's "Indice General de todos los documentos del tiempo de los
gobiernos de Espana y de Mejico hasta el ano de mil ochosientos cuarenta y seis" is
readily available in the microfilm edition of the Spanish Archives of New Mexico (SANM
I), reel 10. The actual work of preparing the index was apparently performed by Vigil's
son, Antonio B. Vigil, and by Domingo Fernandez Perhaps the earliest inventory of the
archives dates from 1715, and is in SANM I, no. 1097 (Marc Simmons to Weber, Cerrillos,
New Mexico, September 27, 1984.) Also, indexes to portions of the archives exist (such
as the undated and incomplete "Ymbentario de cedulas de S. M. yVandos de la Capitania
Gral y otros Documentos ... del tiempo del Govierno del Senor Brigadier D.n Pedro
Fermin de Mendinueta," which lists forty-one documents [SANM II, r. 10, fr, 613]), but no
other listing of the contents of the entire late colonial and early Mexican period archives
has come to light.
4. The 1827 inventory provides a general description of each legajo in the archives.
Vigil also identifies legajos from time to time, but the numbers on his legajos do not
correspond, even remotely, to those in the 1827 inventory. It is possible that the archives
were rearranged between 1827 and the time that Vigil did his work, but the arrangement
that Vigil described seems certainly that of the post-1848 era when interest in the validity
of titles to land became intense.
5. Henry Putney Beers, Spanish & Mexican Records of the American Southwest
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1979), 10. See, too, Daniel Tyler, Sources for New
Mexican History, 1821-1848 (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1984), 12.
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to consult them. The entire archive comprised 111 legajos, or bundles.
The first twenty-one bundles contained documents dating from 1603 to
1787. 6 They had no index and were no longer in use. Subsequent legajos
were arranged largely according to the originators of the documents.
For example, legajos twenty-two through forty-eight contained correspondence and decrees from the late colonial period, much of it with
individual commanding generals of the Provincias Internas, of which
New Mexico had come to be a part in the las't decades of Spain's
hegemony over the region. Still other bundles from the colonial period
contained correspondence of alcaldes and religious officials. Most of
the bundles from number seventy-four to 111 contained documents
relating to events following Mexican independence. These, too, were
generally grouped in chronological order according to the originator of
the document-for example, correspondence received from the Minister
of War and Navy, or correspondence received from the alcaldes of Santa
Fe or Albuquerque, or correspondence from the governor of New Mexico
to the Minister of Justice and Ecclesiastical Affairs. This arrangement
was not unlike that which modern archivists imposed on these same
archives to prepare them for microfilming.?
In addition to filing documents in chronological order according to
the originator, Mexican officials separated out frequently consulted documents and kept them in labeled bundles. Examples include: a notebook
containing names of foreigners who arrived in New Mexico, correspondence with the American Indian agent, Major Benjamin O'Fallon, and the
ongoing efforts of Domingo Fernandez to obtain land at Pecos pueblo B
In addition to an orderly arrangement of correspondence to and
from government agencies, the archives contained copies of many of
the essential laws of the land. Legajo seventy, for example, contained
the basic compendium of Spanish law, the Recopilaci6n de leyes de
los Reynos de las Indias, in four volumes. Legajos seventy-five and
seventy-six contained the acts of the Spanish Cortes of 1812, many of
which continued to apply in New Mexico in the first years after Mexican
independence from Spain. Two other legajos, eighty-seven and eightyeight, contained issues of the Mexico City newspaper, EI Sol, and legajo
107 contained copies of the official government newspapers, or gacetas,
6. The earliest document remaining in the Spanish Archives of New Mexico today is
dated January 9, 1621. Myra Ellen Jenkins, ed, Guide to the Microfilm of the Spanish
Archives of New Mexico, 1621-1821 (Santa Fe: State of New Mexico Records Center,
1967),7. Vigil's index identified the earliest document as 1681.
7. Jenkins, Guide to Mexican Archives, 11-15.
8. For Benjamin O'Fallon, see John W. Steiger, "Benjamin O'Fallon," in LeRoy R. Hafen,
ed., The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West (10 vols., Glendale, California:
Arthur H. Clark Company, 1968), 5: 255-81. For Domingo Fernandez, see G. Emlen Hall,
Four Leagues of Pecos: A Legal History of the Pecos Grant, 1800-1933 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984).
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which printed legislation and government decrees, Another legajo, number 103, contained four notebooks filled with decrees from the current
administration, that of Guadalupe Victoria, Still another legajo, number
105, contained the Spanish Constitution of 1812, the Mexican Constitution of 1824, and even a copy of the Constitution of the United States
of America,
Thus, it seems clear that government officials had ready access to
the major laws of Spain and Mexico and to ongoing directives from
government ministries in Mexico City, Frequently consulted laws and
regulations were clearly labeled, The index to legajo 105 referred to laws
concerning the responsibility of public employees and tariff schedules,
and to instructions for the election of representatives to Congress, Although the archives in 1827 lacked a detailed index (as they still do
today) and locating individual documents required effort, and although
documents were doubtless misplaced on occasion, as was the case
with a controversial order of 1824 that prohibited Anglo Americans from
trapping in New Mexico, the archives appear to have been in good
order,9 If the Santa Fe trader, Josiah Gregg, was correct when he wrote
in the early 1840s that "in judicial proceedings [in New Mexico], , ' little,
or rather no attention is paid to any code of laws," it was probably not
for lack of access to the laws themselves,10
A transcription of the 1827 inventory follows, Scholars may find it
of interest for a variety of reasons, New Mexico state archivist Richard
Salazar, for example, has noted that the inventory gives meaning, for
the first time, to the legajo numbers that remain on many of the documents,11 Those interested in the cartography of New Mexico may be
surprised to see that the one map listed on the inventory in 1827 (Iegajo
seventy-three) is by Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco, Miera's maps, drawn
a half century or so before, apparently had not yet been superseded,12
The inventory also suggests as many questions as it answers, Why, for
example, does legajo 105, which contains copies of the constitutions of

9, David J, Weber, The Taos Trappers: The Fur Trade in the Far Southwest, 15401846 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971), 90, 129-30,
10, Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, ed, Max L, Moorhead (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1954), 164,
11, J Richard Salazar, Chief of Archival Services, State of New Mexico, State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe, October 25, 1984, to David J, Weber: "I have always
wondered what the legajo numbers on some of the documents meant. Now I know,"
12, Miera made a number of maps of New Mexico, beginning with an ambitious map
of 1758, His best known map was prepared in 1779, See John L, Kessell, Kiva, Cross,
and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico, 1540-1840 (Washington, D,C.: National
Park Service, 1979), 507-12, and Eleanor S, Adams and Fray Angelico Chavez, The
Missions of New Mexico, 1776: A Description by Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1956),2-4,
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three nations, also contain the regulations for the town council of Santiago Papasquiaro, a municipality in Durango? Did the Santa Fe council
utilize regulations of another town until it could draw up its own?
. The 1827 inventory appears here in original Spanish rather than in
translation, because scholars who utilize the archives will read Spanish.
The transcription is faithful to the original, except that a vertical line has
not been placed over abbreviations, such as "exmo." or "dhos.," as was
the custom of the day. Abbreviated words have been spelled out in
square brackets on the first occasion of their use, and correct spellings
of words in square brackets that might not be readily recognizable to
those unfamiliar with nineteenth-century frontier Spanish have been supplied. Spelling in this document not only differs from today's standardized forms, but is inconsistent within the document itself. The word that
we spell today as "cabecera," for example, is spelled phonetically in
two other ways in the inventory: "cabesera" and "cavezera." The scribe
who copied this document alsodisdained the use of accents and utilized
the upper and lower case inconsistently. Accents have not been supplied
where none were present, and the inconsistencies have been preserved. 13
[The Inventory]
Entrega que hace el Sor D. Antonio Narbona del archivo politico del
Territorio del Nuevo Mexico al Teniente de Milicia activa D. Manuel Armijo
-en virtud de orden del Exmo. Sor Presidente de la Republica, comunicada por el Exmo. Sor. Secretario de Estado de Relaciones Ynteriores
y esteriores en 3 de Abril ultimo.

Numeros.
Desde 1 a 21--Primeramente veinte y un legajos de papeles delos
Gobernadores desde el ario de 1603 hasta el de 1787 estos no mani.fiestan Yndice que exprese los Documentos que encierran desde aquel
tiempo.
22, 23, y 24--Tres legajos dos q.e contienen correspondienca [sic]
de oficio con el Sor Comandante general, por el Sor. D. Fernando de
la Concha, y consta por el indice que se contiene en un quaderno
agregado a dhos [dichos] legajos; y otro de Reales Ordenes.
25, 26, Y 27--Dos dichos que contienen la correspondiencia de oficio
con el Sor Comandante general por el Sor D. Fernando Chacon, y otro
de la Visita general pasada por el mismo, equivocadamente se puso
13. Jose Martin Aranda assisted in the preparation of the transcription.
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asi en la entrega de mi anterior, siendo dha [dicha] Visita hecha por el
Sor Concha.
28--Un Ydem. [idem] que contiene la correspondiencia con la audiencia del distrito, Sagrada Mitra y varios Yndividuos de Nueva Viscaya
del tiempo de D. Fernando de la Concha, y D. Fernando Chacon.
29, 30, Y 31--Tres legajos que contienen correspondiencia de oficio
con el Sor. Comandante Gral por D. Joaquin del Real Alencaster
32--Visita general pasada por el mismo Sor. Real.
33--Causas y prosesos del tpo. [tiempo] de dho. Sor. Real.
34 hta. [hasta] 48--Quince legajos que contienen la correspondiencia
de oficio con el Senor comandante gral. desde 808 hasta fin de 822.
49--Un legajo que contiene la correspondiencia de oficio con los
Exmos. Senores Ministras de la Capital de Mexico desde 821 hasta fin
de 822.
50--Un Ydem que contiene la correspondiencia con varios Yndividuos
de Nueva Viscaya, y junta preparatoria de Durango.
51 hta. 67--Diez y siete legajos de aquartilla dela correspondiencia
seguida conlos Alcaldes y Ayuntamientos, Padre custodio y Religiosos
de esta Provincia.
68--Contiene la correspondiencia con la audiencia de distrito y Virrey
que fue de Mexico.
69--Encierra varios Prasesos [procesos].
70--Quatro Libras dela Recopilacion de Leyes Yndias.
71 y 72--Diligencias chanzeladas [canceladas].
73-.-Un Mapa dedicado por D. Bernardo Mier.
74--Correspondiencia con el Sor comandte. gral. que comienza desde
1.° de Enera de 823.
75 Y 76--Dos legajos de actas y diarios de cortes.
77--Reales ordenes y Bandos, se reunio al n.O 24.
78--Cinco quadernos [cuadernos] Borradores de oficios dela comandancia general.
79--Tres legajos que comprehenden [sic] la correspondiencia de
oficio con el Exmo. Sor Ministro de la 1. a Secretaria desde Febrero de
823 q.e entrego D. Bm. [Bartolome] Baca.
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80--Un legajo que comprehende la correspondiencia de dho. Ministerio recibida desde Sbre. [setiembre] 825 hasta concluir dho ano.
81--Un legajo con sus correspondientes carpetas que encierran la
correspondiencia dirigida por el Exmo Sor Ministro de Justicia y negocios Eccos. [Eclesiasticos] desde Marzo de 823 hasta fin de 825.
82--Un id [idem] con sus correspondientes carpetas que encierra
correspondiencia resibida [recibida] del Exmo Sor Ministro de Guerra
y Marina desde Marzo de 823 hasta fin de 825.
83--Unid que comprehende la correspondiencia de 824, seguida
con los Alcaldes, yAyuntamientos de la Provincia, custodio[,] Ministros[,]
gefe [jefe] Militar[,] circulares del gobierno Supremo y de este.
84--Tres legajos que encierran la correspondiencia del Exmo. Sor.
Ministro de Hacienda desde Marzo de 823 hasta concluir el ana de
825.
85--Un Yd que comprehende la correspondiencia de varios Estados
de la Federacion.
86--Un Yd. de instancias hechas a este gobierno por varios Yndividuos [individuos] del territorio.
87 y 88--00s id de gazetas y periodicos del Sol.
89--Un id que contiene correspondiencia con el coman dante Anglo
Americano Benjamin Offallen [O'Fallon] y varias ordenes y decretos
sacados de sus correspondientes carpetas para teneri as a la vista.
90--Un id. que comprehende tres carpetas de contestaciones havidas [habidas] en los ultimos tres meses de 824 con varios congresos
de los Estados, comisario gral. de Mexico, el de Chiguagua [Chihuahua], y Supremo Tribunal de guerra y Marina.
91--Correspondiencia a laAlcaldia de la Canada, y las q.e Ie reconosen [reconocen] por cabesera [cabecera] del ana de 1826.
92--Yd. de Alburquerque, y las que Ie reconosen por cavezera [cabecera] correspondiente al mismo ano.
93--Yd. de Santa Fee y las que Ie reconosen por cavezera correspondiente a: id.
94--Correspondiencia desde el ana de 826 con el custodio y Ministros, Vicario, Sor Oiputado Abr leu], Juan Vijil y Alarid, circulares, comisionado y consul del Norte America, y Exma Oiputacion.
95--Correspondiencia en todo el ana de 826 con el Exmo. Sor. Ministro de Relaciones interiores y esteriores [exteriores].
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96--Yd, en id con el Exmo Sor Ministro de Hacienda,
97--Yd en id con el Exmo Sor, Ministro de Justicia,
98--Encierra contestaciones havidas en dicho ario con el Exmo, Sor
Presidente de la Republica, Estados de la Federacion, y varios particulares,
99--Correspondiencia desde Enero hasta Abril de 827 con el Ministerio de Relaciones,
100--Yd, desde id hasta id del Exmo Sor Ministro de Hacienda,
101--Yd desde id hasta id con el Ministerio de Justicia,
102--Contestaciones havidas con el Exmo, Sor, Presidente de la Republica, Estados de la Federacion, y particulares.
103--Quatro [Cuatro] cuadernos de Decretos de este gobierno.
104--Cuenta del intervencion de la Canada, sobre contribucion, representacion de Fernandes sobre 10 de pecos [Pecos], y un cuaderno
en que se apuntan los Estrangeros [extranjeros] que arriban a este
territorio.
105--Un legajo que encierra la constitucion Espanola, id Mexicana,
id del Norte America, acta constitutiva, papeles para Elecion [sic] de
Diputados, Decreto sobre responsavilidad [responsabilidad] de empleados, dos Aranzeles [Arancelesj. un Quaderno de Decretos y ordenes del2.o congreso, Aranzel interino paraAduana, Ordenanzas para
el Ayuntamiento de Santiago Papasquiaro, y Decreto sobre companias.
106--Papeles para tener a la Vista.
107--Un Legajo de gacetas del Supremo gobierno dela Federacion.
108--Sobre la mesa veinte y tres carpetas que abrasan las contestaciones que desde Enero del presente ana hasta la fha [fecha] se han
seguido con los Ayuntamientos de este Territorio, Exmo Diputacion, Sor
Comisario Substituto, Licenciado Escudero, y Reverendos Ministros.
109--Borrador de Estadistica remitida al Supremo gobierno.
110--Asuntos pendientes enlos cuales no ha recaido resolucion por
la inmediata entrega q.e tiene que aserse [hacerse],
111--Sobre la mesa la correspondiencia resibida [recibida] de los
Ministerios el 13 del corriente la cual queda circulada y deve [debe]
ser contestada por el nuevo gefe Politico.

DAVID J. WEBER

Trese [Trece] quadernillos [cuadernillos] de papel,
Santa Fee·
Mayo 21 de 1827
Resivi [Recibi] = = = Manuel Armijo
Entregue = = = Antonio Narbona
Es copia Santa Fee 30 de Mayo 1827
Armijo [rubric]
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Book Reviews

New Mexico: A New Guide to the Colorful State. Edited by Lance Chilton, Katherine Chilton, Polly E. Arango, James Dudley, Nancy Neary, and Patricia Stelzner.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. vii + 640 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $17.50 paper.)

In 1940, the Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administration produced
the initial edition of New Mexico: A Guide to the Colorful State as the first of a
series of guides for each of the then forty-eight states plus Alaska, Puerto Rico,
and the District of Columbia. In 1953 and 1962 the guide received two eventual
minor revisions that hardly kept up with the vast changes that had occurred in
New Mexico. To remedy this problem, six authors put their respective talents
together to create a totally new guide.
The result is a tome with thirteen essays on everything from history and
politics to flora and fauna. These articles are followed by eighteen tours covering
every area of the state. Written in narrative style describing each site of interest
along the route, the tours provide interesting reading even for the non-traveler.
Road maps accompany each tour description including maps of key cities. The
book is richly illustrated throughout. Contemporary photographs are supplemented by Katherine Chilton's nicely executed drawings. A short narrative on
activities and special events followed by an eleven-page abbreviated calendar
of events are included.
This is not a history book. Rather history is an integral part of the whole
milieu of New Mexico's special attraction to the visitor. Nonetheless, the book's
historical essay is strewn with errors that escaped the proofreader's pen. For
example, why bother with the issue of opposing Civil War commanders Edward
R. S. Canby and Henry H. Sibley being brothers-in-law; they were not. Diego de
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Vargas was not rich nor was his reconquest complete in 1692. While this reviewer
is familiar with New Mexico's history, a few minor mistakes that can be remedied
in subsequent printings can easily be found by having experts in pertinent fields
review the essays. To be sure, any project that attempts to gather as much
information as has been done in this book will have enough errors for the socalled professionals to satisfy their professional egos. For example, on page
seventy-five, the use of "Navajo pickup trucks" is an unfortunate euphemism for
Navajos' presence at Jemez Pueblo dances. Also, future editions would be
remiss to omit the Ernest Thompson Seton Museum, the Old Mill Museum, or
Rayado from any tour that includes Cimarron.
Picayune criticism aside, the overall effort is a good introduction to New
Mexico. The essay on literature is especially good A survey of writers from and
in New Mexico, as well as those who wrote about the state, is done in a well
organized, tasteful treatise. This is a good book, not a guide. There is too much
information, effort, and book craft to insult the end result by calling it a guide.
This publication's size makes it something more than a guide, and unfortunately,
the cost is more than the usual travel companion. Bible of New Mexicana might
be a more appropriate title for this is a book full of information and facts Fans
of New Mexico will be justifiably proud to include it on their bookshelf.
Thomas W. Chavez
Palace of the Governors, Museum of New Mexico

Sources for New Mexican History 1821-1848. By Daniel Tyler. (Santa Fe: Museum
of New Mexico Press, 1984. xviii + 206 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index. $17.50)

With the appearance of this fine research guide to New Mexico history
during the Mexican period, 1821-1848, Daniel Tyler provides both fledgling
investigators and mature scholars with a handy vade mecum to the field. Tyler
updates and augments the earlier efforts of Richard E. Greenleaf and Michael
C. Meyer, Research in Mexican History: Topics, Methodology, Sources, and A
Practical Guide to Field Research (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1973);
Henry P. Beers, Spanish and Mexican Records of the American Southwest (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1979); and Peter Gerhard, The Northern
Frontier of New Spain (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1982). Tyler's exclusive focus on New Mexico during the three decades of Mexican dominance
makes this volume far superior to the rest and fills a crucial research need long
felt by historians of the period.
Particularly valuable to the researcher is a succinct discussion of "Where
the Records are and Why" (pp. 3-14), because many researchers are not aware
of the structure of Mexican administration in the nineteenth century or how
manuscripts were transferred both in Mexico and in the United States after 1848.
Chapter one of the guide describes records in New Mexico, principally in Santa
Fe and Albuquerque, while Chapters two and three locate New Mexico materials
in other states and in the federal archives. Each chapter has a valuable annotated summary of references and finding aids. Chapter four, perhaps the most
original part ofTyler's manual, contains the documentary records for New Mexico
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in archives of Northern Mexico, primarily in Chihuahua and Durango. Chapter
five catalogues New Mexico materials in Mexico City in national archives, archives and libraries of the major ministries, and in private research agencies.
This section is especially valuable because it gives locations of archives that
have been moved or reorganized in the last decade and it details the cataloguing
and preparation of guides to sections that were previously uncatalogued, usually
ramos where New Mexico materials have languished unstudied for the last one
hundred years. A "Bibliography of Printed Source Materials" augments the references and finding aids at the end of each chapter. As Marc Simmons remarks
on the dust jacket of this volume, the guide will have a lasting influence on
research in early nineteenth-century New Mexico.
Richard E. Greenleaf
Tulane University

Frank Waters: A Bibliography With Relevant Selections From His Correspondence. By Terence A. Tanner. (Glenwood, Illinois: Meyerbooks, 1983. xxvii + 356
pp. Index. $45.00.)

Students of the literature of New Mexico and the Southwest should write a
long letter of thanks of Terence A. Tanner for this book. In bringing out a bibliography of the work of Frank Waters, Tanner has done something that should
have been done long before.
Waters is, of course, the dean of prose writers in New Mexico and the
Southwest, and he is a major figure in the literature of the American West in the
twentieth century. Since 1930 when Fever Pitch was published, Waters has
produced an impressive body of works that includes fiction such as The: Man
Who Killed the Deer and non-fiction books like Masked Gods, the definitive
study of Navajo and Pueblo ceremonialism. Other works that most students will
recognize include Book of the Hopi, People of the Valley, and Mountain Dialogues.
Most of Waters' books concern Southwestern subjects. In an interview with
him at his home north of Taos just after the Tanner bibliography was released,
this reviewer asked him how he felt about being thought of as a regional writer
after years of publishing books sold in translation in countries around the world.
The author replied that it did not bother him. He went on to say something similar
to a passage in the foreword to Tanner's book: "A regional writer, if he fulfills his
role, shows how the whole is reflected. in_ each of its parts."
Tanner's book reveals the whole of Waters' work. Not only does it contain
a foreword by Waters, an introduction, and a chronology of his life and publications, it also contains such valuable entries as a list of writings about Waters,
and a group of blurbs written by Waters for dust jackets and publishers' announcements of coming works. Some will find other sections of the book as
valuable: a list of foreign translations, contributions by Waters to books by other
writers, and articles by others containing material by Waters. The last section
includes interviews.
By far the most valuable part of Tanner's bibliography is the detail given to
each of Waters' major books. For The Man Who Killed the Deer, for instance,
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the reader finds information covering the different editions, contents, binding,
dust jackets, sales information, and reviews. Tanner also provides the reader
with various "notes" about each book.
All in all, this book is more than just a companion to studies of the work of
Waters. It is an essential part of a serious inquiry into Southwestern literature
and history.
The hope is that Tanner's Frank Waters: A Bibliography will inspire others
to do similar work for other important writers working in the Southwest, such as
John Nichols, Rudolfo Anaya, or Keith Wilson. The hope is, also, that Waters'
enormous amount of creative energy demonstrated over the past fifty years
might serve as a model for all of us.
Jim Harris
New Mexico Junior College
Arizona Memories. Edited by Anne Hodges Morgan and Rennard Strickland.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1984. xiii + 354 pp. Index. $29.95.)

This book is a collection of memoirs taken from contemporary publications
and from manuscript sources, covering the period in Arizona history from 1870
to World War II. All the selections are relatively unknown to the general reader
and the scholar, with the exception of the Summerhayes and Goldwater essays.
This book will interest the serious and the casual reader. It is a panorama of
Arizona lifestyle, describing how people earned a livelihood and how they treated
the many minorities in their midst. It is published in large print, and the press
has obviously appealed to the reader whose vision has blurred.
It would be unseemly to list and discuss all twenty-eight of these delightful
selections. A few choices will suffice. Joseph Heywood's remembrance of death
in his frontier home-a joyless C~ristmas-is a moving and sad tale. Lucy Flake
suffered the anguish of taking a second wife into her Mormon household, and
following that, the imprisonment of her polygamous husband in the Yuma penitentiary, this latter burden inflicted on her, she thought, by gentiles of the lowest
moral caliber. William Keiser described his employment at the King of Arizona
Mine, in an all-male, Cornish society of Cousin Jacks. Earle Forrest rounded up
cattle for the Babbitts below the San Francisco Peaks. Joseph Schmedding
traded with the Hopis and Navajos in Keams Canyon~ Marry Masunaga recalled
the agony of a young married woman in a Japanese relocation camp, without
the trappings of elemental privacy.
These and many more entertaining reminiscences fill the volume. The editors
provide useful introductions to each essay. Perhaps the book is under-edited.
It was difficult to determine, for example, from the introduction and citation when
Minnie Jenkins taught school on the Navajo Reservation. In checking one of the
selections-Cozy Brown's recollection as a Navajo code talker in the Pacific
war-against the original, it was discovered that the editors had made significant
changes without using the proper editorial symbols-risky business. These carping criticisms aside, the book is a pleasure to read.
William H. Lyon
Northern Arizona University
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Los Angeles in Fiction: A Collection of Original Essays. Edited by David Fine.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. vii + 262 pp. Index. $24.95
cloth, $9.95 paper.)

Los Angeles, whether city, county, or metropolis, is a huge, sprawling complex of urban communities set on an arid plain between the mountains and the
ocean, tied loosely together by a network of freeways, and brings together more
races, nationalities, religions, and cultures than can be found in any oiher city
in the world. It is difficult to deal with Los Angeles in a single novel or in a review
of a collection of twelve essays on the subject of Los Angeles in fiction.
Geographically and historically, Los Angeles represents the end of the trail,
the terminus of the course of empire as well as the American Frontier. Part of
the national mythology of the westward movement embodied the notion of a
Garden of Eden in southern Caifornia, a place of sunshine and opportunity.
Perhaps for a short time, or off and on, for a few people, the dream came true,
or seemed to. Since the 1930s, however, where David Fine places the beginning
of the real Los Angeles novel, the city has appeared in fiction as "the place
where the road and the hope run out." The Pacific Ocean becomes the final
barrier; there is no longer a way of escape, and the dream turns back on itself
and becomes a source of dissolution and collapse.
.
Especially in the detective story (Ross Macdonald's, for example) the turning
back becomes essential in plotting and in uncovering the sins of the past that
characters faced, perhaps, with some kind of blackmail. The myth of California,
by encouraging mobility, lures many people from the East, Midwest, or South
who wish to take on new identities and start again in this land of beginnings.
They bring the past with them, like a canker, and discover that the new prosperity
cannot deliver them from their pre-California problems. It is on this basis that
Liahna Babener'sessay is called "Raymond Chandler's City of Lies." Furthermore, most of the writers discussed in Los Angeles in Fiction came from outside
California, some to meet the demand for movie scripts in Hollywood, and not
all stayed. The story of Los Angeles, then, is often a story about the East as well
as the West, a point made by Paul Skenazy in his essay on the detective novel,
"Behind the Territory Ahead." Given these psychological and geographical circumstances, it becomes increasingly difficult to find a viable center or identity
for the phenomena (plural intended) known as Los Angeles.
David Fine, who contributes an essay on the beginnings of Los Angeles
fiction in the thirties, seeks to establish a thematic and attitudinal core that
emerges from a group of five n~)Vels: James Cain, The Postman Always Rings
Twice (1934), Horace McCoy, They Shoot Horses, Don't They? (1935), Raymond
Chandler, The Big Sleep (1939), Nathanael West, The Day of the Locust (1939),
and Aldous Huxley, After Many a Summer Dies the Swan (1939). As practiced
by Cain and McCoy, the detective novel and the Hollywood novel were linked
to the new "hard-boiled" school of fiction that saw the landscape, architecture,
highways, and even the ocean as "metaphors for disaster." Pessimism and
violence permeated this fiction, laced with fraudulence and greed. In attempts
to soften the Los Angeles image, Gerald Locklin suggests that the psychosexual
neurosis in The Day of the Locust belongs only to the character, Tod, and not
to the city; and Paul Skenazy points out that Chandler and Macdonald were
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moralists who thought there could be redemption in the city even though it may
not be readily apparent. Jerry Speir supports the latter view in Macdonald ("The
Ultimate Seacoast") juxtaposing the evil and fragility of the "land of cantilevered·
houses and illusion" with a sense of hope found in Macdonald's better novels.
Finally, Charles Crow ("Home and Transcendence in Los Angeles Fiction") argues that in the quest for home, the possibility of success is at least present
alongside the possibility of failure, and, in Waugh's The Loved One and Joan
Didion's Play It as It Lays, the rhetoric of apocalypse, one of the literary traditions
of Los Angeles, is at least treated with sophistication.
There remains, however, Ross Macdonald's vision of Los Angeles: "that
instant megalopolis superimposed on ... raw nature, ... the twentieth century
right up against the primitive." Against this backdrop most Los Angeles fiction
seems to be focused on the seamy side, on facades, quackery, treachery, and
lies, with major images taken from Hollywood, freeways, architecture, cultural
confrontations, and the ocean.
Under various titles-"Between Two Worlds" (Walter Wells), "History as Mystery, or Who Killed L.A.?" (Skenazy), "Fantasy Seen: Hollywood Fiction Since
West" (Mark Royden Winchell), and others-the essays of Los Angeles in Fiction
tend to bring up the same writers. If there is indeed a colony of Los Angeles
writers, it is a fairly small one, including Cain, McCoy, Chandler, Macdonald,
Didion, John Gregory Dunne, Huxley, West, and a few visitors (Waugh, Scott
Fitzgerald, Norman Mailer, Alison Lurie), plus several residents not discussed
in this volume (John Fante, Charles Bukowski, and Joseph Hansen, among
others). Yet, this group, extending from the 1930s to the present, has been
influential in changing the image of Los Angeles from that of a promised land
to what Liahna Babener in her essay on the. film Chinatown calls "a definitive
emblem of false promise and venality." With minor exceptions, Los Angeles
writers have peered at the dark side of the sun-washed City of Angels.
John Milton
University of South Dakota

Oust Bowl Diary. By Ann Marie Low. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1984. 188 pp. $17.95 cloth, $7.95 paper.)

This slender volume contains the absorbing account of a young girl's coming of age in southeastern North Dakota during the Dust Bowl years. Low presents an edited version of her diary, beginning in her mid-teens and covering
the years 1927 to 1937. She supplements daily entries with additional explanatory material and an epilogue that brings the reader up to date regarding the
fates of various individuals mentioned. She also updates the fate of the author's
beloved Stony Brook country.
As Low notes in her preface, two key themes emerge from a reading of the
diary. One is the severely limited number of options available to young women
of the time and place; the other is an iconoclastic view of the activities of New
Deal agencies such as the Civilian Conservation Corps. These recurring strains
hold together what might otherwise be a rather episodic account. Low's less
than flattering description of government programs and workers provides a
useful and enlightening participant's view that echoes common popular charges
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of mismanagement, waste, and poor public relations on the part of federal
administrators. Since the government .sought to condemn her family's land for
inclusion in a proposed wildlife refuge, a process resulting in controversy and
drawn-out litigation, Low's bitter perspective omits discussion of any possible
benefits for the local economy or environment. On the other hand, the protracted
nature of the struggle results in a fascinating, extensive depiction of governmental procedure.
Historians of women will find the author's description of her youth intriguing
for its' discussions of the drudgery and joys of rural life, the variety of responsibilities of family members, and the role of outside work as contributory to family
income. Some may feel frustrated, however, by her decision to omit much that
she defines as "of no interest beyond my immediate family," since personal
relationships clearly influence many of Low's more significant choices. Her reticence is notable, for example, on the question of her eventual marriage. After
repeatedly resisting several offers, she finally succumbs to her most persistent
suitor. Her explanation for this action-reluctance to depend indefinitely upon
parental support when she is forced to abandon a teaching job due to familial
obligations-seems somewhat incomplete. Curiosity about the contents of missing pages is difficult to avoid.
While Low's account does not include any startling revelations, it offers a
readable, detailed, and ultimately moving description of the hardships of life on
the northern plains, particularly for women and children, that persisted well into
the twentieth century. The anger and frustration she still feels over the loss of
her childhood home to government planners is a facet of the New Deal experience that should not be ignored by either historians or bureaucrats. Dust Bowl
Diary makes a useful addition to other primary accounts of the Great Depression
experience on the plains and to women's history as a whole.
,_
Cynthia Sturgis
Texas Tech University

Cattle, Horses & Men of the Western Range. By John J. (Jack) Culley. (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1984. xxii + 337 pp. Illustrations, index. $25.00
cloth, $11.50 paper.)

First, we should give thanks that in 1940, a working cowboy and range
manager had the knowledge, gained from experience, to put his adventures on
the western range to pen. Second, we should be grateful that after forty-five
years it was found and beautifully reprinted by the University of Arizona Press
with a perceptive foreword by David Remley.
John H. (Jack) Culley was born and reared in northern England near the
Scottish border. His home, Coupland Castle, had a fine library, pastures full of
cattle and sheep, and stables of top riding and hunting horses. The young man
partook of all these things with fervor and dedication.
His most lasting and permanent contributions came from cowboying on the
massive Bell Ranch in northeastern New Mexico, although he eventually owned
and operated his own ranch, the Rafter C Bar near Wagon Mound.
He remembered ~nd was always nostalgic for a range so open that it was
possible to ride south to Mexico and north to Canada without having to open a
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gate. Even as fences took control, Culley's everyday feel for the working cowboy
is as authentic as a coyote's howl, and of the best of these men he once said,
"They don't run in bunches."
His work along the treacherous Canadian River "pullin' bog" (dragging helpless cattle from bog holes and quicksand) is worth half a book in itself. Culley's
savvy of the range horse, its constantly changing breeding patterns and diverse
uses, could have filled a complete volume. In incident after incident he gives
us the way it was in the American West until the 1920s. His insight leaves a
priceless record of contributions of dedicated British ranch owners, and the
laboring "hands" of these empires, in breeding their cattle, sheep, and horses.
With this expansive rendition, one thing becomes clearer than all else: his love
and respect for the cow horse.
Culley said, "As I look back on the horses I have owned or ridden, they
come back to me more clearly than the men and women I had known: Tinker,
and Smokey, and LD Maud ... "
His manner of breaking horses for cattle work was standard for the time
and place. However, he added many delicate and important touches of his own.
It is somewhat amazing to realize how the ranchers of the era were constantly
experimenting by crossing Morgans, thoroughbreds, and the Steeldust, eternally
seeking the exact mixture of blood to create the perfect all around horse. They
came pretty damn close when the Steeldust eventually progressed into the
American Quarter Horse.
He had a natural qualm about sheep and yet admitted that many ranchers
paid the mortgage by turning at least partially to sheep-raising. Culley, like most
of the cattlemen, deeply resented the intrusion of the Grangers (farmers) on
what they felt was land meant only for grazing.
Culley fell into his own trap, however, in romanticizing the outlaws of his
region. Such scoundrels as Black Jack Ketchum and Clay Allison are always
given the benefit of the doubt. He colors them favorably. Read between the lines
and find that those "of the gun" he mentions had all been working cowboys at
one time. To them, however, eating beef was far more favorable than herding
it. This loyalty came from the cowboy's side, but with all the genuineness Culley
gifted us with, this is a small complaint and must be forgiven.
Culley's work is a big painting with bold and erratic strokes. Sometimes he
lapses out of the cowboy lingo into that of his schools, Harrow and Oxford. But
in its entirety Cattle, Horses and Men of the Western Range is a hell of a high
ride. It is a part of permanence of the West that was. The saddle sets right. The
line (rope) is thrown with accuracy.
Max Evans
Albuquerque

The Baron, The Logger, The Miner, and Me. By John H. Toole. (Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 1984. viii + 281 pp. Illustrations,
index. $35.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)

Montana's history is replete with stories of corporate giants who established
the state's industrial base and directed its political maturity during the last half
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of the nineteenth century. The political feud of W. A. Clark and Marcus Daly, the
financial and legal shenanigans of upstart F. Augustus Heinze, and the corporate
dominance of the Anaconda Mining Company have been traced in historical
works and fiction during the last seventy years. Less well known, however, is
the role that other notable Montanans played in support of this oftentimes romantic drama. John H. Toole writes about such men and, in doing so, helps to
preserve the family history of three pioneer Montana families.
In The Baron, The Logger, The Miner, and Me, Toole recounts events surrounding the families of Alan Hardenbrook, C. C. ("Baron") O'Keefe, and Wiliam
Dunn. The story, however, is not just about these three men, but about two family
members; Kenneth Ross and John R. Toole. Ross and Toole, the husbands of
Mary O'Keefe and Anna Hardenbrook, respectively, were key figures in the
growth of the Anaconda Company's Montana operations. They not only participated in many of the great corporate and political decisions of the day, but
became wealthy in the process.
The lives of Kenneth Ross and John R. Toole were similar in many respects.
Both men were born on the Atlantic seaboard and moved to Montana in the
1880s. They also married into pioneer families and settled in western Montana.
Toole and Ross soon entered the employ of copper magnate Marcus Daly, Ross
as general manager of the Anacoda Company's Bonner sawmill, Toole as a
mining engineer and advisor to Daly in Anaconda. The author traces the lives
of his two notable grandfathers and their relationship with the Anaconda Company. John R. Toole is particularly interesting since he was a participant in the
controversial issues of the day, including W. A Clark's battles to become a
United States senator from Montana and Daly's unsuccessful fight to make
Anaconda the state's capital city. Kenneth Ross oversaw operations at the Anaconda Company's sawmill from 1882 to 1926. He not only participated in the
last large log drives in Montana, but later confronted one of Montana's most
radical labor unions, the International Workers of the World or "Wobblies." Both
Ross and Toole worked together at the Anaconda Company's sawmill after 1900.
The Baron, The Logger, The Miner, and Me is a personal, family reminiscence and, as such, is not strictly bound to the standards of formal scholarship.
Some license is taken with historical accuracy by the use of dialogue and,
perhaps apocryphal narration, but the story generally conforms to the major
secondary scholarship in the field. Toole apparently has used some family documents that are not generally available. Although there is some direct quoting
of the more interesting letters and diary excerpts, the reader could hope for a
presentation of this material in its complete form.
The author's story has benefited from the efforts of a skilled editor and
maintains a good pace. However, the paragraph structure is random at times
and some digressions and extraneous material could have been removed. Despite these problems, the crisp writing style generally moves the reader through
the more disjunctive sections of the book. By interspersing chapters on the
principal SUbjects with his teenage remembrances of western Montana in the
1930s, Toole is able not only to record a fascinating later era of Montana's history,
but explains his earliest encounters with his family's rich history. Capturing the
remembrances of John H. Toole's family history ensures the preservation of an
important aspect of Montana history.
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Hopefully, with support from western historians, writers such as Toole will
be encouraged to contribute their family recollections to the body of western
scholarship.
Alan S Newell
Missoula, Montana

John Deere's Company: A History of Deere & Company and Its Times. ByWayne
C, Broehl, Jr. (New York: Doubleday and Company, 1984. xv + 880 pp, illustrations, notes, index. $24.95.)
John Deere's Company is the story of a man and an enterprise that shaped,
in a very large way, the development of American agriculture from the 1840s to
the present. A biography of John Deere, the family that ran the enterprise he
founded, and the company itself is a study of technology and change in American
society, of the succession of implements, animal-powered and motor-driven,
that altered the rural landscape and made the United States a leader in the
production and worldwide distribution of food and fiber.
Wayne C. Broehl examines the evolution of the Deere enterprise through
the tenures of the men who were the firm's chief executive officers. John Deere,
the inventor of the company's initial product, guided operations from 1837 to
1859. A son, Charles Deere, exercised control from 1860 to 1907. William Butterworth, Charles Deere's son-in-law, directed activities from 1907 to 1927, and
Charles Deere Wiman, John Deere's great-grandson, provided leadership from
1928 to 1954. William Hewlitt, Wiman's son-in-law, remained at the firm's helm
from 1954 to 1982, at which time family leadership ended.
A native of Vermont, John Deere relocated in Illinois where, at Grand Detour,
he produced steel plows to turn the heavy prairie soil. Moving to Moline, he
opened a plant, initially in partnership, to turn out plows and other implements.
The firm prospered until the Panic of 1857 nearly brought bankruptcy. The following year Charles Deere, then twenty-one years of age, became head of the
firm, while his father retained the title of president.
During Charles Deere's long tenure the Moline enterprise expanded its
manufacturing and marketing operations. The partnership evolved into a corporation that opened branch houses in the Middle West and on the Pacific coast.
This was the first step toward the creation of a remarkably effective decentralized
system of management.
Under William Butterworth's management Deere & Company grew into a
modern enterprise with a full product line and a national market. At this time
George Peek became the headof the firm's sales organization. It was also during
Butterworth's years that the company began producing two-cylinder tractors, a
design that remained unchanged until1960
Charles Deere Wiman influenced product development. The company's key
achievements during his era were the adaptation of the combine to midwest
farming and the general purpose tractor. Product innovation susta'lned the enterprise during the Great Depression. In the post-World War II years, Deere &
Company emerged as an industry leader. William Hewlitt's leadership saw the
enterprise establish itself on a global scale,
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Broehl's study is an outstanding example of business history. He focuses
on the men who ran Deere & Company, giving attention to the achievements of
those who shaped manufacturing, marketing, and management. Drawing upon
a wealth of information from company archives, as well as from other sources,
Broehl delineates the continuing interaction between John Deere's company
and Americanfarmers as the rapid expansion of agriculture served as the economic foundation for the remarkable growth of the United States in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. Anyone who seeks to understand the evolution of Americanagriculture and industry will want to read this book.
Lee Scamehorn
University of Colorado, Boulder

Texas and the Mexican Revolution: A Study in State and National Border Policy,
1910-1920. By Don M. Coeriler and Linda B. Hall. (San Antonio: Trinity University
Press, 1984. 167 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $15.95.)

This small volume reflects recent tendencies in Mexican historiography by
focusing on a region and eschewing large generalizations. The conduct of international relations along the Texas border from 1910 until 1920 featured high
levels of tension and frustration. During the era of the great Mexican Revolution,
Texas leaders, much closer to the action, complained vociferously of failures in
Washington to provide direction and security. Characteristically, governors such
as Oscar B. 'Colquitt favored a tougher line, more ready to employ force and to
run the risks of intervention. Don M. Coerver and Linda B. Hall show the disparities between the aims of state and federal authorities and ably appraise the
reasons why they occurred. This work is as much an analysis of Texas' relations
with the Taft and Wilson administrations as Texas' relations with Mexico.
Geographic proximity and the presence of large numbers of Spanish-s'peaking people in the Rio Grande Valley made the region a.flash point. During the
early days of the Madero revolt and after, Mexican exiles of one sort or another
used Texas as a staging ground for rebellion and conspiracy and consequently
raised questions about United States' neutrality laws. Though the statutes permitted the purchase of arms., they forbade the formation of armies, and ambiguities in interpretation resulted. When state and federal officials could not agree,
discrepancies in enforcement ensued.
Overspills of violence into Texas also caused apprehension. President Wilson's seizure of Veracruz in 1914 introduced the possibility of attacks across
the border in reprisal. In 1915, matters got worse when raiders out of Mexico
provoked a wave of terror and incited strong countermeasures by Texas Rangers
and vigilantes. They may have killed 300 people, but according to the San
Antonio Express, the dead bodies of Mexicans '!had become so commonplace"
that they "created little or no interest." Still another issue during the First World
War concerned clandestine German activities and allegations thereof. Seeking
to divert the United States and its resources from the war in Europe, German
agents attempted to instigate trouble with Mexico in various ways, some of them
fairly bizarre. The Zimmermann, telegram ranks as a paragon in the practice of
crackpot realpolitik . . It followed from earlier attempts to use Victoriano Huerta
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and Francisco Villa in efforts to bring about intervention and war, an outcome
nearly obtained during the Pershing punitive expedition in the aftermath of the
Columbus raid.
Coerver and Hall cite a variety of reasons for the differences over border
policy between officers in the state and the national governments. To an extent,
the fault resided in failures of communication and rivalries among competing
agencies and bureaucracies. In addition, basic variances in perspective came
into play. Presidents Taft and Wilson looked more toward the course of events
in Mexico City than in the south of Texas. Wilson particularly draws strong criticism. With some justification, the authors emphasize his lack of knowledge and
experience in foreign affairs, his tendency to take a personalistic and idealistic
approach outside of normal channels, and his reliance upon novices, such as
William Jennings Bryan, secretary of state.
This book will attract the attention of readers with an interest in state and
local history. It is solidly researched and clearly, presented and demonstrates
pointedly some of the oddities in the federal system of the United States.
Mark T. Gilderhus
Colorado State University

To the Halls of the Montezumas: The Mexican War in the American Imagination.
By Robert W. Johannsen. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985. xi + 363
pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $25.00.)

In few places does a national character show more clearly than in a society's
response to war. In To the Halls of the Montezumas RobertW. Johannsen studies
the contemporaneous reaction of Americans to the 1846-48 conflict with Mexico.
The resulting socio-political history is a major contribution to our understanding
of the impact of the conflict. Although the reaction of the press, popular culture,
literature, and the arts have been studied individually, no earlier author has
considered them collectively.
Johannsen makes clear the depth of the initial support for the war in the
west and south. It stemmed, he finds, from both patriotism and the widespread
belief in a uniquely American mission to install the blessings of republicanism
around the world. That missionary drive was especially strong towards the young
republics south of us. Johannsen properly stresses the role of William H. Prescott's recently published History of the Conquest of Mexico in shaping perceptions of Mexico and her peoples. Moreover, the American view of war was naively
romantic as wartime fiction, lithographs, music, and other non-literary items
produced for popular consumption demonstrated.
Like most other studies of the home front during the Mexican War, To the
Halls of the Montezumas recognizes that support for the war declined drastically
after the failure of initial American offensives to bring a successful and nearly
bloodless conclusion to the conflict. Johannsen does not speculate on the causes
of the loss of support. This is unfortunate because it prevents him from pointing
out that this is a common phenomenon in American history. Indeed, the expectation of a rapid victory and an almost immediate withdrawal of public support
when that does not occur is the normal American response. This is an example
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of one of the shortcomings of the book. Although he is an incisive political and
social historian, Johannsen is not equally at home with military history. As a result
his general account of the conflict sometimes strays in detail and interpretation.
He stresses, for example, the roles of Samuel Ringgold and Charles Mayas
early wartime heroes without pointing out that counterparts to their lionization
can be found in most wars. The book can be faulted for not devoting enough
attention to tlie conquest of California, the American involvement in Yucatan, the
personality of James K. Polk, and the failure of the country to enlarge its military
following the conflict. All of these reflect significant aspects of the American
character in the 1840s although Johannsen seems to have considered them
outside the scope of his study.
.
These are minor criticisms since Johannsen's conscious avoidance of modern accounts of the war, both military and political, and reliance on contemporary
evidence results in a far ranging and independent analysis of the impact of the
war. It points out paths that earlier writers, including this reviewer, have not
followed and suggests several that should be investigated by others.
K. Jack Bauer
Rensselaer. Polytechnic Institute

Other Mexicos: Essays on Regional Mexican History 1876-1911. Edited by
Thomas Benjamin and William McNellie. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1984. xv + 319 pp. Illustrations, index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)

Recent scholarship on the Porfiriato, the period of one-man rule which preceded the Mexican Revolution of 1910-20, has begun to illuminate and modify
our understanding of the roots of that decade of rapid and violent change. In
particular, a number of regional studies have shown that while significantgeneralizations can be made about the conditions preceding the revolutionary period, local circumstances led to significant differences in the way that the various
regions reacted to and participated in that upheaval. Although regional scholarship runs the risk of being either insignificant or parochial or both, the essays
in this volume skillfully avoid these pitfalls and will contribute a great deal to
future analyses of the revolution and the period that preceded it.
Although the book is divided into three sections-regional politics, rural
economy, and society-each essay pulls together the three themes as different
regions are discussed. Thus, the reader has available in one VOlume the material
necessary to compare regions in these three major topical areas. For example,
one can compare the situation of rural labor in the Laguna, where the need for
workers was seasonal, and the Yucatan, where the harvest was continuous
throughout the year. Thus, employers had the incentive in the Yucatan to tie
laborers permanently to the haciendas, whereas in the Laguna, employers preferred to hire from the free labor market, taking no responsibility for workers
during periods in which they were not needed. Not surprisingly, for this reason
and a number of others, both historical and economic, a tight system of social
control was established in the Yucatan which prevented Yucatecan workers from
taking an active part in the Mexican Revolution, in contrast with the Laguna,
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where workers, radicalized by periodic unemployment, began armed activity in
favor of the Mexican Liberal Party as early as 1908
Among the overarching themes that emerge from this volume, several seem
particularly significant. First of all, economic structures in the countryside were
changing rapidly, leading to changes in social structure and political response.
Secondly, foreign penetration in the economic and to some degree in the political
process had a significant impact on these structures, and affected changes in
political and economic consciousness as well. Further, given the increasing
importance of U.S. investments and the U.S. position as both supplier and
market, the impact in Mexico of the 1907 recession in the country to the north
was substantial.
Additionally, the rise of commercial agriculture and increasing ties outside
the region and even outside of Mexico were helping to transform structures and
expectations in the countryside. Everywhere, the land tenure system was changing, usually in the direction of land takeover from ejidos by the haciendas. As
the editors of this volume have pointed out, economic development was being
achieved "at the expense of social justice" (p 174).
It ·IS clear, however, that in different regions, these trends played themselves
out in different ways. For example, the three articles on regional politics contrast
Chihuahua, where the power of the Terrazas family prevented Porfirio Oraz from
exercising control; Coahuila, in which Oraz was able to pit various factions
against each other and thus successfully manipulate the elites; and Puebla,
where Oiaz was able to monopolize power before the Revolution, thus unleashing
a "chaotic and bloody struggle for political control at all levels in the state" (p.
99). The nature of politics in each area significantly affected the nature of their
revolutionary movements and led to different outcomes.
Each of the essays in the collection is worth careful attention and discussion
by scholars interested in the Porfirian period and in the Mexican Revolution. As
a group, they form an even more valuable resource for all those interested in
Mexico in the late-nineteenth and twentieth centuries and make possible a far
more sophisticated understanding of the origins and outcomes of the revolutionary decade.
Linda B. Hall
Trinity University

The Lost Land: The Chicano Image of the Southwest. By John R. Chavez.
(Albuqyerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. v + 207 pp. $19.95 cloth,
$9.95 paper.)

In. the introduction to The Lost Land, the author writes that, unlike AngloAmericans, Chicanos have a clear image of the Southwest. This is true because
Chicanos are indigenous to the region, their roots probably extending several
thousand years ago, but certainly to the sixteenth century. A parflcular "emotional
quality" or "peculiar sensory perceptions" form the Chicano image. For the "more
educated" the image is :'complex and abstract." It is a myth. This collective
image has guided Chicanos from the "earliest times to the present."
While this view of the Southwest differs from Anglo-American perceptions,
John R. Chavez believes it is similar to Native American images because these
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two groups view themselves as inherently part of the region, with common
ancestors. Also, both groups view themselves as dispossessed of the land.
Moreover, Chavez asserts that "Chicanos are 70 to 80 percent Indian."
Since 1848, after the U.S.-Mexico War, the "collective Chicano mind" has
been formed by certain events, leading to the perception of the Southwest as
a "lost homeland." This image evidently has been important in Chicano selfidentity, distinguishing them not only from Anglos but also from Mexicans who
live in Mexico or who have recently migrated to the Southwest. The significance
of this image of Aztltm, or the lost land, according to Chavez, is a recurring
hope of recovering the lost territory, of feelings of nationalism, and of struggles
for self-determination.
This is an ambitious, far-flung essay in which the author attempts to explain
a chain of events that originated before Aztec rule, moves through SpanishIndian conflicts, into the nineteenth century (the "crucible for Chicanos"), through
World War II, and concludes with a summary of Chicano activities in the 1960s,
1970s, and speculates about the 1980s. Chavez contributes to the debate about
things "Spanish, "weaving questions throughout the monograph concerning identity
and self-designation.
Many of the sources used in this monograph are secondary, but a judicious
use of Spanish language newspapers gives the reader a glimpse of how the
more "articulate" Mexicans viewed themselves in relation to particular events.
Because this is an essay on culture, photographs and maps would have enhanced its value.
Not unlike other attempts to synthesize wide-ranging themes, this essay
proves again that without refined local studies, the total portrait becomes blurred.
General explanations are important in. broad works like The Lost Lanp, but
several· sweeping commentaries might mystify some readers. For example,his
use of concepts such as "nationalism," "colonialism," "neocolonialism," "rel?tively
anglicized Hispanos," and "revolution," without clarification perpetuates distortion.
Nevertheless, The Lost Land will be useful as supplementary reading, and
Chavez is to be commended for contributing to the dialogue on culture in the
Southwest.
Tobias Duran
University of New Mexico

Pancho Villa and John Reed: Two Faces of Romantic Revolution. By Jim Tuck.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1984. x + 252 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $16.95.)

Jim Tuck has capitalized on the public interest in John Reed created by
the recent film "Reds" and the enduring fascination with Pancho Villa in order
to write a comparative biography of these two romantic revolutionary figures.
Overall this is an interesting story, well-written and provocative. Tuck creates
parallels between mentors, initiation into revolution, advisors, confrontation with
"organization men," and death, and concludes with an assessment of both men
as revolutionaries. He finds that Felipe Angeles becomes an indispensable ally
to Villa, while Louise Bryant serves that role for Reed. The author shows clearly
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that Bryant served as an affable companion, occasional soundingboard, and
·sometimes critic, but her association with Reed seems hardly to effect much,
certainly not in the same way that Angeles provided expert military counsel to
Villa. Nevertheless the companion biographies have been presented with flair
and in fun. The reader can accept Tuck's choices or substitute someone else.
Biographers of Abraham Gonzalez will certainly acceptTuck's conclusions about
his influence on Villa; the biographers of Madero might well argue that he had
a more indelible impact on Pancho Villa.
The volume concludes with an assessment of Villa and Reed as revolutionaries. Tuck first divides revolutionaries into romantics (where he places both
Reed and Villa) and organization men (where he lumps Stalin and Carranza).
Reed surely fits in a romantic category, but how revolutionary was he? No one
can dispute his willingness to be on the scene of revolution, yet he preferred
to organize, spout the rhetoric, argue over theories (his own rathe~ half-baked
creations and the major tracts by Marx and others), and roll up his sleeves for
political infighting. Can one be a romantic revolutionary without joining the
charge, without risking life for the cause? On the other hand, how romantic was
the real Villa? Certainly romance has grown up around Pancho-his hell-bent
horseback charges, his daredevil attack on the United States, his lusty pursuit
of women, and his gargantuan appetite for ice cream all gave him a romantic
luster, but he was no romantic. Villa organized, administered by command and
delegation, and realistically assessed his own and his army's strengths and
weaknesses. How else could he have survived the twists and turns of revolution
and politics until 1923?
Tuck measured the two men as activists, theoreticians, and organizational
infighters. He gave both high marks as activists, Villa good and Reed poor
ratings as theoreticians, and Villa poor and Reed good rankings as organizational
infighters. What good reading! How romantic that both protagonists would be
felled by a fatal flaw-Villa's inability to master the intra-revolutionary struggles
and Reed's failure to respond to the demands of revolutionary theory. Each
reader will be provoked by this analysis, and immediately mutter, "Yes, but. ... "
For example, this reviewer simply cannot equate the two men as activists. This
final chapter will spark discussion among students of both the Mexican and
Russian revolutions, and when these assessments of Villa and Reed wind down
readers should subject other revolutionaries to the same three tests. Abraham
Gonzalez, for example, was an exceptional activist, fair theoretician, and good
organizational infighter, but nevertheless a reluctant revolutionary. And then there
is Madero, Obregon, Carranza-read and enjoy this book.
William H. Beezley
North Carolina State University

Travels in America from the Voyages of Discovery to the Present: An Annotated
Bibliography of Travel Articles in Periodicals, 1955-1980. By Garold L. Cole.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1984. xix + 291 pp. Index. $48.50.)

Garold Cole has performed a labor of love that perhaps only a dedicated
librarian could abide. He has searched the serial literature published between
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1955 and 1980 (223 periodicals to be precise) to complete an annotated bibliography of all travel accounts. Travels in America details 1,028 items covering
journeys made as early as 1540 and as late as the 1960s, although the bulk of
the citations relate to travel in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The "travel
accounts" included range from letters, journals, diaries, reminiscences, official
reports, newspaper and periodical articles to excerpts from book-length travel
accounts as they appeared in various periodicals.
All manner of travelers have been included: tourists, explorers, emigrants,
pioneers, military campaigners, businessmen. Annotations describe the travelers' purpose for travel, points of origin and destination, general itinerary, type
of document, and the dates encompassed when known. In addition, Cole has
tried to summarize the travelers' "reactions" to their experiences and otherwise
provide "the flavor of the account" or "the human side." For articles that interpret
a specific travel experience or synthesize several experiences, the secondary
author's tenents and conclusions are summarized. Citations are organized by
geographical region (United States, Northeast, New York, etc.) and by period
(1800s, 1820s, 1826-27, etc.). Historian Thomas D. Clark provides a concise
introduction, emphasizing the travel literature as an information source and its
use by historians and other scholars in recent decades.
Cole's effort has produced a reference tool that historians interested in travel
should find of tremendous value. The bibliography is thorough within its parameters. No longer does the scholar have to launch an arduous search to locate
the more obscurely published travel accounts in the serial literature. Cole's
annotations are lively, as well as informative, and many will excite even the
casual browser to further reading.
John Jakie
University of Illinois

All the World's a Fair: Visions of Empire at American International Expositions,
1876-1916. By Robert W. Rydell. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984.
x + 328 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, notes, index. $27.50.)

This book is an effort to analyze the meanings of the fairs staged in the
United States between 1876 and 1916. These included sU9h well known ones
as the Centennial Exposition of 1876 and the World's Columbian Exposition of
1893. Lesser known fairs highlighted the supposed emergence of a New South.
Others noted such events as the Lewis and Clark expedition and the opening
of the Panama Canal.
Robert W. Rydell sees these fairs as celebrating expansive capitalism, imperialism, and above all, a carefully defined racism. His major theme is hegemony:
the ruling elites controlled and dominated economics and politics through cultural actions, such as these fairs, that seemed legitimate and prestigious to
subordinate groups. Hegemony has become an explanation for considerable
historical development. It allows scholars to explain why masses reject sudden
or unusual change, usually from the left, without having to reject the masses or
the proposed changes.
Most of the book illustrates how fair organizers and managers emphasized
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the inferiority of dark peoples and the superiority of whites. The native villages,
anthropological exhibits, and even some national buildings such as those of
China and Japan, presented a hierarchical view of race and progress, with
whites at the top and blacks or Asiatics at the bottom. These exhibits usually
had the added imprimatur of scientists of the Smithsonian Institution, who come
off badly in retrospect.
Any fair represents a utopia or fantasy, and it is not surprising that such
fairs fed on dreams of convenience, ease, luxury, harmony, and beauty. People
do not go to expositions to study social problems. And it is not surprising that
wealthy and prominent people organized, funded, and managed such events.
Workers, peasants, and minority groups do not stage such fairs. What does
surprise later readers is that generation's naive racism and ignorant view of the
world. Some of this is an aspect of the ongoing vulgarity that runs through
American life, which in these cases reduces nations to stereotyped entities,
such as "John Bull" and "Senorita South America."
The author's coverage of each fair is brief and he focuses remorselessly
on the themes of racism, imperialism, and nationalism. This approach produces
a skewed result. It is doubtful that any fair really reinforced the visitors' racism
or inflated their normal unthinking patriotism. Other impressions were probably
greater to the average fair-goer. Most of them got their first or only live views of
technology and science, of life and labor in foreign lands, and of other high
cultures from such visits. The esthetic dimension is missing in this book. The
exhibit of international art at the exposition in 1876, and the architecture at those
of 1893 and 1915-16 had immense impact on builders, city planners, and
public taste. There is a fascinating story in these expositions, though this book
is one-dimensional in its treatment of them.
H. Wayne Morgan
University of Oklahoma

Daughters of Joy, Sisters of Misery: Prostitutes in the American West, 1865-90.
ByAnne M. Butler. (Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1985. xx + 179 pp.
Illustrations, bibliography, index. $16.95.)

Until recent years, prostitutes of the post-Civil War American frontier have
been treated only superficially by historians. Little serious research into the lives
of these women has been available to counter the romanticized (and inaccurate)
HollyWood stereotypes of rollicking dancehall girls and gold-hearted madams.
The tendency of prostitutes to fall between the cracks of historical reporting is
due in part to a lack of accounts left by the women themselves (generally
uneducated, they were not oriented to documenting their lives), and partly due
to the fact that as outcasts of society, members of the demi-monde felt under
no obligation to give correct information (if they indeed knew it) to census-takers
and the like. Frontier newspapers treated prostitutes as objects of malicious
humor when living and maudlin eulogizing when dead, generally failing to represent these women as more than two-dimensional characters.
An accurate picture of the so-called "fallen woman" of the West must be
derived from a variety of secondary sources, with prejudices of the era taken
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into account. In Daughters of Joy, Sisters of Misery, Anne Butler has tapped a
vast body of research in public records to create a credible, if shadowy, portrait
of the frontier prostitute. It is not a pretty picture. The "lost sisterhood," according
to Butler, was chiefly made up from the ranks of the poor, the ignorant, and the
minorities-women whose chances in life were limited from the start by a lack
of education and employment choices. Butler has documented the somewhat
unexpected fact that many prostitutes were married and had children, although
their husbands were likely to have been unstable and disreputable types. Such
marriages often condemned a woman to-rather than saved her from-a life of
continued degradation. Sisterly camaraderie between prostitutes was, Butler
concludes, less common than petty (sometimes violent) rivalries. Alcoholism
and drug addiction were standard occupational hazards. Underlying the whole
picture was a grim economic system in which seemingly everyone profitedfrom the madams and pimps to the landlords, city officials, and newspaper
editors-except the prostitutes themselves. The U.S. government's tacit (and
sometimes openly-acknowledged) support of prostitution on western military
posts is well-documented here.
Butler has illustrated her work with an impressive collection of photographic
images (including some rare views of black prostitutes), captioned with the
frustratingly scant information available on each subject:To a degree, the written
text may cause similar frustrations in that it piques the reader's desire to know
more about the individuals who were the western prostitutes, when such detail
has disappeared with the occupants of the parlor house and the crib. Despite
the inherent limitations of the subject, Butler has done an admirable job of
reconstituting the lives of these anonymous, long-vanished women. Daughters
of Joy, Sisters of Misery is a valuable resource on a little-explored aspect of
frontier history.
Susan Berry
Silver City Museum

The Expeditions of John Charles Fremont: Travels from 1848 to 1854. Vol. 3.
Edited by Mary Lee Spence. (Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1985. Ixxxii
+ 641 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, appendix, index. $37.50.)

John Charles Fremont's career was marked by controversy and dispute.
Later historians have called him "A Man Unafraid," "The West's Greatest Adventurer," "The Pathfinder," and less generously, the follower of other men's trails.
Fremont has perplexed all of his interpreters. Historians have been unable to
explain his ambivalence, contradictory behavior, and poor judgment. Biographers have either glorified or lambasted his every act.
For those who continue to work on Fremont's life, this book is in the nature
of a celebration. Mary Lee Spence, and before her, Donald Jackson, are to be
congratulated upon the completion of this trilogy of documents concerning the
career of Fremont through 1854. Although his fifth and final expedition took place
that year, he was to live on until 1890. As one of his biographers, this reviewer
wishes this collection of documents covered those complicated last years of
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business failures, the governorship of Arizona Territory, and his southern California residency. But one must be grateful for these printed sources.
Spence does more than record Fremont's documentary record. Her introduction and notes sensitively appraise the times in which he lived, including his
failures and successes. She is a model editor, possessed of expert insights.
This third volume includes the long out-of-print Plantae Fremontianae, including
its ten rare plates. In addition, the Geographical Memoir Upon Upper California ... is reproduced here. Many of Fremont's letters were reprinted in the
Nationallntelligencer and other newspapers, leaked by his father-in-law, Senator
Thomas Hart Benton, or by his wife Jessie. These are also reprinted. It has been
no easy task to track down these disparate sources. Others will doubtless crop
up from time to time, to the despair of specialists.
An appendix contains some of Fremont's confusing mining leases, which
helps us to untangle the financial mess he created at his Las Mariposas property.
Fremont's public record is impressive-explorer of the American West, participant in the conquest of California, one of its first senators, a Civil War general,
the developer of mines and railroad lines, the first Republican presidential candidate, and governor of Arizona Territory. In his time he was a hero, despite his
disabilities.
Andrew Rolle
Occidental College

With Crook in the Black Hills: Stanley J. Morrow's 1876 Photographic Legacy.
By Paul L. Hedren. (Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Publishing Company, 1985. vi +
90 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, appendix, index. $12.00 paper).
With Crook in the Black Hills is a valuable addition to the historiography of
the Indian Wars and to the growing literature about General George Crook. In
this book Paul L. Hedren has compiled Stanley J. Morrow's photographs of the
termination of Crook's well-known "horse meat" or "starvation" march in 1876.
Hedren writes a concise, clear overview of the Great Sioux War of 1876.
He places the movements of the Crook column within the context of the conflict,
and includes a biographical sketch of photographer Morrow. A Civil War veteran
of the Union's famous Iron Brigade, Morrow learned the photographer's craft
from Mathew Brady.
A sense of adventure and the desire for riches as a commercial photographer prompted Morrow to journey along the Missouri River in the early 1870s.
He photographed scenery, military posts, Indian leaders, tipi villages of the
nomads, and the sedentary towns of the riverine tribes. Morrow perennially
searched for a commercially lucrative series of stereographic "views."
In 1876 Morrow turned his attention to the photographic potential of the
Black Hills gold rush. His "surviving pictures show the lusty, raw character of
the booming Black Hills in the very opening days of the rush," Hedren notes.
"Coincidently, Morrow was near Deadwood when he learned that General George
Crook's Big Horn and Yellow Stone Expedition was coming in from the field" (p.
10).
Crook's men had nearly perished from starvation and sheer exhaustion
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when, armed with his camera and equipment, Morrow met the haggard column
along Whitewood Creek near Deadwood. Here he took the "views" that are the
focus of this book. Augmented by other select photographs (such as "Captain
Myles Keogh's Grave on Custer Battlefield") Hedren's compilation of Morrow's
timely work provides an authentic portrait of the officers, men, and milieu of a
field command during the Great Sioux War.
The photographs of Morrow personalizes some of the notable men of the
Indian fighting army, giving these figures a human dimension that the printed
word can not. Written names acquire faces, and the reader can now easily
visualize such individuals as George Crook, John G. Bourke, Charles King,
Valentine T McGillycuddy, Wesley Merritt, and others.
Morrow's legacy provides a healthy dose of reality about soldiers in the
field. These infantrymen and cavalrymen are not the dashing, sleek, well-clad,
charging figures of Hollywood movies or pulp western novels. Morrow's soldiers
are starved, unshaven, unkempt, gaunt with fatigue, dressed in ill-matched
uniforms or no uniforms at all. Their officers were no better off.
Of particular interest and significance is Hedren's own effort to retrace the
route of Crook's column and to locate the specific sites of the Morrow photographs. In another context, historian David J. Weber has persuasively argued
thatthe visual artifact-art or, in this case, photographs-must be evaluted with
the same thoroughness, questioning, and care as any primary written source.
This Hedren has done with good results in With Crook in the Black Hills.
The gritty realism of Morrow's photographs is especially compelling if one
keeps in mind the harrowing first-hand accounts of Charles King or John G.
Bourke as they relate the history of the Crook column in 1876. Specialists in
military history will appreciate With Crook in the Black Hills.
Joseph C. Porter
Joslyn Art Museum,Omaha

Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism. By Richard L. Bushman. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1984.262 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $17.95.)

Biographers have always had difficulty in evaluating the life of Joseph Smith.
There is little similarity between the charismatic mythmaker of Fawn Brodie's No
Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph Smith, the Mormon Prophet (1945,
1971) and the pious saint of Donna Hill's Joseph Smith, the First Mormon (1977).
Now Richard Bushman enters the arena with an account that carries the story
of Smith and his church up to the early 1830s.
No scholar is better suited to this task than Bushman. An active Mormon
and an authority on the religious life of colonial America, he brings an unusual
perspective to his subject. While Bushman does not offer a major reinterpretation
of Smith, he does illuminate several significant aspects of the prophet's early
life.
.
.
Bushman makes an important distinction between the inherited, supernatural folk culture of late eighteenth-early nineteenth-century small farmers and
that of the Enlightenment, the rationalist ethic of most governmental officials,
lawyers, and newspaper editors. Many of the nation's rural citizens believed in
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the authority of dreams, visitation by angels, and the existence of buried treasure.
This widespread folk culture resembled the seventeenth-century Puritan world
far more than it did the Age of Reason. Smith emerges as a product of the
tension between these world views. Thus, Bushman suggests that the prophet
"is best understood as a person who outgrew his culture" (p. 7).
The author's summation of the main themes of the Book of Mormon is nicely
drawn. Bushman stresses the complexity of the saga told therein and argues
that "only limited portions were intelligible as expressions of American culture"
(p. 131). He also emphasizes the theme of Hebrew-Christian restoration as
perhaps the most important force behind the establishment of Smith's new
church. Its first name, after all, was simply "the Church of Christ."
Finally, Bushman stresses the importance of family as providing the key
matrix of life for the Smith clan. Since young Joseph had only limited form'al
schooling, most of his knowledge derived from his family environment. The
majority of the eight witnesses to his book came from one family and before the
move to Kirtland, Ohio, converts to the new faith usually joined as family units
(such as the Young clan). Interestingly enough, as the Mormon church developed, it became essentially an "extended family" of its own.
Mormon readers will find little here to jar their sensibilities. Gentile readers
will also not be offended, but they will wish that Bushman had addressed himself
to a series of unanswered questions. These include: the nature of the existence
of the golden plates; the historicity of the events related in the Book of Mormon;
and a more critical analysis of the nature of prophecy in early American life.
But perhaps this is asking too much. Clio, the Muse of History, never professed to be able to penetrate to Absolute Truth. All historians (and all reviewers)
bring to their material a set of I inarticulate, hidded assumptions, and these
proVide the basis for the selection and interpretation of the data at hand. Bushman's account of Smith is clear, straightforward, and precisely written. If offers
each reader a chance to come to his or her own opinion on the claims of the
first Mormon prophet.
Ferenc M. Szasz
University of New Mexico

The Tourist: Travel in Twentieth-Century North America. By JohnA. Jakie. (Lincoln:

University of Nebraska Press, 1985. xiv
index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)

+

382 pp. Illustrations, bibliography,

John A Jakie has traced changes in tourism in the United States and Canada
during the early twentieth century "from a preoccupation of society's elite to an
activity engaged in by nearly all" (p. 303), emphasizing the 1920s and 1930s,
when "the auiomobile popularized travel" (pp. xi, xiii). He recommends the study
of tourist travel as "an important means of comprehending human sociability"
and "cognitive relationship to landscape" (p. xi). He proposes "to suggest how
travel can be made more effective as an educator," "to foster a comprehension
of travel and an enhanced sense of place," and thus "to make travel more
effective by examining the roots of modern tourism" (pp. xiii-xiv).
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In this large undertaking the book sustains and explores the theme more
effectively in describing modes of travel, especially by automobile, than in analyzing travelers' ideas and responses. Jakie's organization contributes to that
emphasis, with six chapters of fifteen that include introduction and conclusion
featuring systems of transportation and their uses. He relies heavily on writings
of tourists, "since travelers' accounts constitute the basic raw material ... travelers speak directly to the reader through numerous quotations" (p. xiii). Most
chapters are chiefly compilations of quotations from them, sorted according to
where and how tourists went, joined by brief introductory and transitional passages. They were no Tocquevilles, Trollopes, or Burtons. Apparently thi3Y emphasized the superficial impressions that their brief encounters and ever more
rapid paces permitted. If they were interested in differences between American
and other cultures and in essential qualities of American life as they saw it on
the run, either they did not mention such interests or what they said did not fit
well into groupings of quotations by place, vehicle, and accommodation.
Jakie says in his preface, introduction, and conclusion that tourists could
figure explorations more various than anyone book could easily encompass:
of psychological need and response; of attitudes toward place and society; of
the economies that they supported and that supported them; of the roads,
vehicles, hotels, and restaurants they depended on; and of the contrivances that
those who profited by the tourist trade used to attract travelers. The word tourism
falls as short of defining the ground as other words ending in the suffix ism do
of defining their common sense: as a "nearly universal behavior" (p. xi), as "the
experiencing of place" (p. 7), as not merely "a spending of leisure time ... but
... a form of social glue" (p. 22), as "an important motive underlying highway
development" (p. 145) as "a substantial economic enterprise" (p 185). Though
travelers' writings have become less substantial than they once were, their uses
may have changed more than they have declined. The biases of triviality can
'
be as useful to scholars as those of literacy.
Of the thirty-five illustrations, the photographs of tourists and their vehicles,
and the places where they slept add more substance to the book than those
of landscapes. Typographical and other small errors seem few and obvious
enough, as where "thousands ... had ... made the trip without incidence" (p.
79) and dangling modifiers (p. 83). The statement that the "Glenwood at Riverside" (the Mission Inn) incorporated ruins of a Spanish mission (p, 61), testifies
to the pervasive power of the southern Californian will to believe. In view of the
heavy dependence on quotations, identification' of the writers quoted seems
inadequate; most are not identified at all. Hans Huth, curator at the Art Institute
of Chicago and consultant with the National Park Service, Horace Sutton, the
veteran travel editor and writer on travel, and John A. Kouwenhoven, professor
of English at Barnard College are all identified as "historians" (pp. 54, 61, 212).
Jakie's substantial bibliography (pp. 345-67) should help those who may
wish to look further, especially as a guide to travel accounts, which most library
catalogues bury in categories so large that browsing in the stacks may be the
best way to find them. It also includes samplings of other kinds of materials,
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though fewer than one might have expected, from public and private agencies
concerned with tourists. On the whole this is a useful book that readers with
various purposes should find rewarding.
Earl Pomeroy
University of Oregon

Book Notes

Among recent reprints from the University of Arizona Press is Mary Austin's The Land of Journeys' Ending, with an introduction by Larry Evers
($24.50 cloth, $12.50 paper). Lawrence Clark Powell has labeled this
as the single work that he would pick to represent the creative literature
of the Southwest. Austin had the ability to deal with ethnography, history,
mythology, and the environment, but perhaps it is her feel for the land
and people between the Rio Grande and the Colorado River that is best
expressed in this volume.
The appearance of Texas Cowboys by Dane Coolidge (University
of Arizona Press, $7.95 paper) completes the reprinting of Coolidge's
trilogy on southwestern cowboys. This is not a history of the cattle industry in Texas; it is a description of Texans working for the Cherrycow
outfit on the San Carlos Apache reservation in Arizona and their techniques of working cattle. First published in 1937, the book contains an
ample number of Coolidge's photographs and a section on ballads and
stories.
RobertV. Hine's Community on the American Frontier, first published
in 1980, is now available from the University of Oklahoma Press ($7.95
paper). In this broadly based study, Hine, professor at the University of
California, Riverside, traces the search for community from early Puritan
towns to the modern commune movement. He looks at such diverse
groups as religious and ethnic communities, Mexican and Anglo ranches,
and cooperative colonies such as Greeley, Colorado. Hine's thoughtful
study is an important contribution to social and cultural history on the
American frontier.
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Among Ancient Ruins: The Legacy of Earl H. Morris is available
from Johnson Books in Boulder, Colorado ($9.95 paper). It consists of
a description of Morris' career, sixty-five excellent photographs, and a
list of publications by and about Morris. This pioneer in southwestern
archaeology was born in Chama, New Mexico, and became noted for
his work at Mesa Verde, Aztec, Canyon de Chelley, and other locations
in the Four Corners country.
Pueblo Gods and Myths by Hamilton A. Tyler (University of Oklahoma Press, $12.95) is now available in paperback. Tyler, who became
interested in Indians while visiting New Mexico, seeks to present a composite picture of all the pueblo gods and many lesser supernaturals.
Also available in paperback from the University of Oklahoma Press is
The Olmecs: The Oldest Civilization in Mexico by Jacques Soustelle
($10.95), first published in France.
Glimpses of the Ancient Southwest by David E. Stuart (Ancient City
Press, Santa Fe, $6.95 paper) provides an overview and something of
a guidebook for southwestern archaeology. It is based on material in
Stuart's "New Mexico Heritage" series that appears in many local newspapers, and touches on ancient hunting cultures, Chaco Canyon, the
Mimbres area, and a variety of other sites in New Mexico. The Sunstone
Press of Santa Fe provides Ways of Indian Magic by Teresa VanEtten
($8.95 paper), which is based on pueblo legends that were collected
by the author, whose family owned a trading post at San Juan Pueblo.
This delightful collection of stories, mostly from the Tewas, is suitable
for all ages.
Ancient City Press also published Furniture from the Hispanic Southwest, edited by William Wroth ($7.95 paper), which provides designs of
Spanish colonial furniture still in use today.

News Notes

Headquarters for the 1986 annual meeting of the Historical Society of
New Mexico, in Las Vegas, New Mexico, June 5-8, 1986, will be the
Armand Hammer United World College of the American West, including
the former Montezuma Hotel. The opening reception, Thursday, June 5,
will be held in the Montezuma Hotel, which will be one hundred years
old in 1986. Following two days of presentations, a banquet will be held
in the hotel ballroom Saturday, June 7. Brunch at the Plaza Hotel and
a walking tour of Las Vegas will conclude the meeting on Sunday. Plan
to attend.
The twenty-ninth annual Missouri Valley History Conference will be
held in Omaha, Nebraska, March 13-15, 1986. Program coordinator is
Marian P. Nelson, MVHC, Department of History, University of Nebraska
at Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska 68182.
The Plateau Sciences Society has announced an eight-day train
and bus tour round trip from EI Paso, Texas through the Copper Canyon
of Northern Mexico, March 22-30, 1986. For further information contact
Betty Kelley, 'P.O. Box 2433, Gallup, New Mexico 87301.
"The Rio Grande: The Heart of New Mexico" will be the theme of
the second Southwest Institute Program at the University of New Mexico
June 9 to July 3, 1986. The course, focusing on the Rio Grande valley
from Taos to Socorro, features a unique combination of guest lecturers,
readings, films, exhibits, cultural performances, field trips, and studentfaculty camaraderie. The program offers six graduate or undergraduate
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credits that will be cross-listed among several university disciplines.
Participants may receive credit for the lecture or for the field portion of
the program, or for both. Topics to be covered range from Rio Grande
valley architecture, art history, geography, paleontology, biology, archaeology, and history, to economic and social changes in the region
over the centuries. Dormitory housing on the UNM campus can be
arranged. For further information contact Jerry Williams, Geography Department, Bandelier West, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque 87131.
"Women-Caring for Ourselves and Others" is the theme of the
sixth annual New Mexico Women's Studies Conference to be held February 7-8,1986, at New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. The theme
of caring-for other people, for animals, the land, the environment-is
meant to encourage the exploration of issues relating to women's roles
in caring. For more information, write Joan M. Jensen, Women's Studies
Conference Committee, History Department, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003.
The Southwest Hispanic Research Institute, on the University of New
Mexico campus, is sponsoring three seminars on the history of New
Mexico acequias in February, March, and April 1986. Each seminar will
feature a panel of humanities scholars from the disciplines of history,
literature, archaeology, and anthropology, in addition to a multi-media
exhibit. Representatives from acequia associations will also participate.
The seminars will highlight oral history information and items of
material culture collected for the project. Acequias y Sangiias, The Course
of New Mexico Waters, is made possible by a grant from the New Mexico
Humanities Council. Interested scholars, students and the general public
are invited to attend. For more information contact: Jose A. Rivera, Director, Southwest Hispanic Research Institute, 1805 Roma NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131.
The Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young
University announces competition for three awards in 1986. The center
will offer a summer fellowship for the study of some aspect of change
in the Mountain West (defined as the states of Idaho, Montana, Wyoming,
Colorado, Utah; Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico during the late nineteenth or twentieth century). Successful applicants will spend a onemonth period between May and August 1986 researching the impact of
change on all or a selected group of people in the Mountain West. The
stipend for the research will be $1,500 plus up to $1,500 in research
support funds. Address inquiries to Thomas G. Alexander, Director, Charles
Redd Center for Western Studies, 4069 Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham
Young University, Provo, Utah 84602. Application deadline is March 1,
1986.
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Upper division undergraduates and graduate students are encouraged to apply for a summer grant, funding up to $1 ,000 for a worthy
project dealing with the Mountain West. Research funds may be used
for preparation of seminar papers, theses, and dissertations. The project
must be endorsed by a faculty member who will agree to direct the
research during the summer of 1986. Applications should be sent to the
above address by April 1, 1986.
The center announces competition for a $500 prize and guarantee
of publication for a monograph-length manuscript in the field of Western
American studies relating to the Mountain West for the 1986-1987 academic year. Manuscripts from any academic discipline in the humanities, social sciences, or behavioral sciences are eligible as long as they
are unpublished and between 100 and 200 double-sp§lced, typewritten
pages. Application deadline is May 1, 1986.
A one-day public conference and a six-month museum exhibit at
the University of Arizona will celebrate the contributions that women
scholars have made to the knowledge of the Native American Southwest.
Entitled "Daughters of the Desert: Women Anthropologists in the Southwest, 1880-1980," the conference will be held Friday, March 14, 1986,
at the Arizona Historical Society, 949 East Second Street, Tucson. The
exhibit opens Thursday, March 13, with a public reception in the South
building at the Arizona State Museum. For more information, contact
Southwest Institute for Research on Women, Women's Studies, University
of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 85719.
David J. Weber will conduct a National Endowment for the Humanities Seminar for College Teachers, at Southern Methodist University,
from June 15 to August 8, 1986. The seminar, entitled "Southwestern
America: New Approaches to the Hispanic Past, 1540-1910," will focus
on recent historical literature examining the region's Hispanic population. Seminar participants may divide their time equally between personal research projects and reading new works on several topics, including
the nature of Hispanic society when the Southwest belonged to Spain
and Mexico, and the Mexican communities that came under United
States' control as a result of the Mexican-American War. Participants will
analyze new methodologies and old and new explanations, ranging from
environment to culture to dependency theory and class analysis.
The NEH will award stipends of $3,000 to each of the twelve persons
selected to participate. For further information and application forms,
contact David J. Weber, Department of History, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas 75275. Application deadline is March 1, 1986.

